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17th February, 1956 
As it is impossible to publish the Board of Trade Journal 





this week, the Board of Trade considers it important to 


bring the following announcements to the attention of 








the business community. 





PROVISIONAL FIGURES OF UNITED KINGDOM TRADE IN JANUARY 





THE VALUE of United Kingdom exports recorded for January was £258.0 million, 
This was 1 per cent. less than the monthly average for the fourth quarter of 1955 
but 64 per cent. above the average for 1955 as a whole. Imports amounted to 
£346,3 million, 34 per cent. more than the average for the fourth quarter of 1955, 


and 7 per cent. above the average for 1955 as a whole. Further details are given 
in the tables below: 


UNITED KINGDOM TRADE EXPORTS TO NORTH AMERICA 





Excess of 
Imports | Exports jRe~exports mports over : anade Total 
c.i.f. f.0.b. f.0,b. ampon exports U S.A c N, America 





& million - monthly averages or & million ~- monthly 
calendar months averages or calendar months 


Year 1954 24.2 | 229.9] 8.4 49.9 12.4 | 11.0] 23.4 
Year 1955 32h.4 | 2tea | 9.9 TA 1503 | 167} 2740 
1954 1st qtr. 273.8 | 224.5 | 9.3 11.9 | 10.5 

and " 284.1 223.9 8.6 6 12.5 | 12.1 


3rd " 279.2 | 221.1 7.9 11.9 | 10,0 
uth " 287.5 221.9 7.7 13.5 | 11.3 


1955 ist qtr. 335.1 2u7,3 10.6 
ond 299.8 217.0 8.2 1955 tt atr, 13.9 428 
ard ® P| 5 e e 
ith ©" 334.3 | 26.0 | 11.2 ard" 16.0 | 13h 
December 3%.9 | 253.7 | 10.7 uth 18.0 | 15.0 


1956 Jamary * 346.3 258.0 | 14.2 1956 Jamary 2 16.0 10.1 









































® Provisional ® Provisional 


NOTICES TO IMPORTERS 


The Board of Trade announce in Notice to Importers No.773, dated February 11, 
1956, that the arrangements for imports of general purpose hardwoods from dollar 
sources during 1955 will be continued during 1956 and that the annual level of the 
quota will remain unchanged at £3 million f.o.b. 

Notice to Importers No.774, dated February 17, announces that the 1955/56 
arrangements for the import of flower bulbs, corms and tubers from Holland will 
remain unchanged during the period 1956/57 and that the quotas for imports from 
Belgium and France will be continued umaltered. Imports from other countries will 
be considered individually. 

Copies of these Notices can be obtained from the Board of Trade, Import 
Licensing Branch, 43 Marsham Street, london, S.W.1. 


PURCHASE TAX ANNOUNCEMENT 


After consultation with the trade the Commissioners of Customs and Excise have 
cancelled the existing items B5, B6, G3 and Gk on pages 3 and 6 of Notice No. 78A, 
and have issued revised measurements for lumber jackets of kitted fabric, jerseys, 
jumpers etc., entitled to exemption from purchase tax. 


Particulars of the revised measurements can be obtained from H.M. Customs and 
Excise. 
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OVERSEAS TARIFF, CUSTOMS AND IMPORT REGULATIONS 


ARGENTINA 


Exchange permits have been issued in Argentina for the import of various items. 
Details may be inspected at Tariff Section, Board of Trade, Room 729, Lacon House, 
Theobalds Road, W.C.1. (Telephone: CHAncery 4411, Ext. 371). 











AUSTRALIA 


The Australian Minister for Trade has referred to the Tariff Board for inquiry 
and report the following questions: (1) Whether assistance be given to the production 
of Flax Fibres, and if so, the nature and extent of such assistance. (2) What rates 
of duty should be imposed upon Paper Products classifiable under Tariff Items 334(D) 
(e) (G) (#)(3) ()(0)(@) (R)(S). 

United Kingdom Trade Associations or firms intending to submit evidence should 
so advise the Board of Trade, Commercial Relations and Exports Department, Horse 
Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1., before March 5, 1956. Further information o these 
subjects may be obtained from the above address, telephone TRAfalgar 8855, Ext. 2612. 


FRANCE 


The French Journal Officiel of February 8 announced the opening of credits for 
the import of certain goods from both 0,E.E,C, and non-0,E,E.C, countries of the 
sterling area into France. Licence applications for gas welding equipment, trans- 
mission gear, and certain gums and waxes must be made to the Office des Changes 
before March 3 at 11.30 a.m. Applications in respect of other goods may be made 
after February 8. The French text of the notice may be seen at the Export Services 
Branch, Board of Trade, Room 625, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1. 

(Tel: CHAncery 4411, Ext. 671). 





FRENCH MOROCCO 


The French Moroccan authorities have announced the opening of credits amounting 
to half the quotas allocated for the year 1955 (see Board of Trade Journal of April 9, 
1955 page 804) for imports from E,P.U. countries during the first half of 1956. 
Exceptions are edible oils and oil seeds, fabrics and wood for packing, arrangements 
for which will be made later. Enquiries should be made to Export Services Branch, 
Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, W.C,1. 


IRAN 


Travellers to Iran are reminded of the Regulations governing foreign travellers' 
and tourists' exchange, the main provisions of which were given in the ‘ee 
Journal dated October, 8, 1955, page 806. These Regulations are enf 
utmost strictness, and any infringement of them is penalised by a fine of twice the 
amount of currency involved. Inquiries relating to this notice should be addressed 
to Commercial Relations and Exports Department, Board of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, 
London, S.W.1. (Telephone TRAfalgar 8855, Extension 7815). 


IRAQ 


Customs Tariff Law No.77 for the year 1955, published in the. : Official 
Gazette No. 3748 dated December 31, 1955, came into force as from January 7 71956. 


The new tariff has been based on the Brussels Nomenclature and includes several, 
changes in the rates and assessments of duties. The previous Customs tariff which 
was based on the Jeague of Nations Nomenclature had been in operation for more than 
twenty years. E 

Only one copy of an unofficial English translation of the new tariff is at 
present held at the Export Services Branch, Board of Trade, Room 602, Lacon House, 
Tieobalds Road, London, W.C.1., (Telephone CHAncery 4411, Ext. 679 or 276) to which 
department all enquiries should be addressed, 


BELGIAN CONGO 


By two decrees signed in Brussels on November 9, and 18, 1955, respectively, 
certain changes have been made in the Belgian Congo's import tariff, with effeot 
from January 1, 1956. 

Enquiries. should be addressed to Export Services Branch, Tariff Section, Board 
of Trade, fogs ie Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, W. G. 1. Gods CHancery 4,1 
Ext. 671 or 672 pact as 














MOVEMENTS OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN JANUARY *. 


The basic materials index fell by 0.5 per cent between December and January, ~“ 
mainly on account of the fall of 8.5 per cent in the price of raw rubber. Among 
other materials which fell in price were raw cotton (down 1.5 per cent), hides and d 
skins (down 2.7 per cent), copper (down 0.6 per cent), and imported plywood (down ‘ 
7-6 per cent). These decreases were only partly offset by higher prices for raw 
wool (up 1.0 per cent), lead (up 4.6 per cent), crude linseed oil (up 11.0 per cent) 
and aluminium ingots (up 4.7 per cent). 

There was no significant change in the indices for engineering or textiles 
materials, but the indices for materials used in building and civil engineering and 
house building rose by 0.3 and 0.2 per cent, respectively, due primarily to higher 
prices for lead, asbestos, cement products and paint. 

Among the indices for the output of broad sectors of industry, in Table 2, that 
for all manufactured products, other than fuel, food and tobacco, continued its 
upward movement with an increase of 0.3 per cent in January. 





> 











TABLE 1, PRICE INDEX NUMBERS CF MATERIALS TABLE 2, PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF THE OUTPUT 
USED IN BROAD SECTORS OF INDUSTRY OF BROAD SECTORS OF INDUSTRY 
JUNE 30, 1949 = 100 JUNE 30, 1949 = 100 
Dec. Jan. Dec, Jan, 
1955 1956 1955 1956 
Basic materials (excluding fuel) All manufactured products other 
used in non-food marufacturing than fuel, food and tobacco 132.40 | 132.86 
Fuel used in marmfacturing industry | 157.0« 157.0% | Chemical and allied products 13.9 136.6% 
Materials used in mechanical Iron and steel 153.2 153038 
engineering industries 176.1 175.9e 
Materials used in the electrical Products of blast furnaces and fron! 
machinery industry 195.8 196.0* | and steel melting and rolling 156.9 157.02 
Materials used in the textile Textile products other than 
industry 134.8 134.7% | clothing 123.84 | 12,20 
Building and civil engineering Clothing and footwear Whede | 11bele 
materials 140.5 110.92 
House building materials 140.3 140.6% | Froducts of the food manufacturing ‘ 
industries Thhels Tub kes 
Paper products 142.4 1hh.78 


























* Provisional figure 

Note: On account of printing difficulties, Tables 3(a) and 3(b) do not appear this month, Figures for the 
indices which normally appear in these tables are available on request, Telephone enquiries should be made to 
TRAfalger 8855, Ext. 2878. 


TRADE FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS OUTSIDE EUROPE 





Following is a list of Trade Fairs and Exhibitions to be held outside Europe 
this year and not previously announced: 


Perth: Industrial Trade Fair. March 17 -— 2h. 
At Cottesloe Civic Centre, Cottesloe. Apply, Unit Booking Officer, 
Merchandising Bureau of Australia, London Court, Perth. 

San Francisco: National Exhibition of the American Institute of Decorators 

April 21 - 25. 

At Civic Auditorium. Apply, The Secretary, American Institute of Decorators, 
278 Post Street, San Francisco. 

Mexico City: Aviation Exhibition. July 1 - 31. 
Apply, The Secretariat of Communications and Public Works and Federation 
Aeronautica Internationale, Mexico. 

Washington: 11th annual Confectionery Exposition. July 29 — August 1. 
At Sheraton Park Hotel, Washington D.C., U.S.A. Apply, National Candy 
Wholesalers Association Inc. , Suite 500, 142) 'K' Street N.W., 
Washington, 5, D.C.” 

Pretoria: 17th Industrial Exhibition. August 31 - September 8, 
Apply, Secretary, Northern Transvaal Chamber of Industries P.0. Box 933, 
Pretoria. 

New York: 11th International Instrument-Automation Conference and Exhibit. 
September 17 - 21. 
In Coliseum. Apply, Instrument Society of America, 250 W. 57th Street, 
New York, N.Y. 
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TEL: TRAfalgar 8855 


T Board of Trade, 
Extn. 2034 


Horseguards Avenue, 
Whitehall, 
London, S.W.1. 


25th February, 1956 





As it is impossible to publish the Board of Trade Journal | 


this week, the Board of Trade considers it important to 


bring the following announcements to the attention of 





the buSiness community. 
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EXPORTS MAINTAINED BUT IMPORTS SHOW FURTHER RISE IN JANUARY 


The value of United Kingdom exports in January, £257.9 million, remained close 
to the level reached in the fourth quarter of 1955 as a whole, and was 6s per cent 
above the monthly rate for 1955. The main feature of the month's figures was an 
advance in exports of engineering products to the highest monthly total so far 
recorded, £104 million, or 4+ per cent above the rate for the fourth quarter of 1955. 
Machinery, road vehicles, and aircraft all shared in the latest increase. Exports 
of chemicals were maintained at the rate of the preceding quarter, but there was some 
decline in shipments of metals, textiles, and coal. 

Re-exports increased sharply to £14.2 million, the highest monthly figure since 
the early part of 1952. Increased shipments of rubber to the Soviet Union, a trade 
which began to revive in the middle of 1955, largely accounted for the latest rise. 

After falling slightly in the middle six months of 1955, the level of imports 
rose again in the last quarter of the year and the rise continued in January. At 
£346.3 million, they were 35 per cent above the monthly rate in the fourth quarter 
and 7 per cent above the rate for 1955 as a whole. There were large seasonal 
increases in arrivals of wool, hides and skins, dairy products and cocoa, and seasonal 
falls in timber and tobacco. Arrivals of iron and steel and of machinery continued 
the increase which was evident during 1955, and coal imports were still at a rate of 
nearly 10 million tons a year. Imports of meat were also particularly high. 

trade with the non-sterling world as a whole in January remained at much the 
same high level gs in recent months, with an increase of 14 per cent. in imports and 
: bn of 15 per oa a — (including re-exports) compared with the 

ctober/ December rate, though figures for 
the different areas showed cmsiderable UNETED KINGDOM TRADE 

















variations. Seasonal factors raised the United | Excess of 
volume of sterling imports by 7 per cent. Imports | Kingdom ny cones Imports 
in January, while total exports to the Cel. f.)| Exports} (f.0.0.) | qorey 
sterling area were 2 per cent. above the bitte Ss aes |__| (f-0.0. Re |_Exports_ 
tourth quarter's level. & million - monthly averages or 


The visible trade deficit (imports calendar month 





















































} 
valued c.i.f., exports and re-exports 1954 Year 281 223 8 50 
valued f.0. bd. } was £74.2 million in | 19€5 Year | oe4 242 10 72 
4 a . ps | ist Qtr.! . 335 247 111 77 
January, an increase of £12 million i 2nd * 299 217 8 75 
over the average level in the fourth | Sra ° 327 243 9 74 
quarter of last year and of £2 million Pili 4th a oo il 62 
over the average for 1955 as a whole. January | | asie Seta 
____ UNITED KINGDOM EXPORTS IMPORTS 
! lyear \Jan.-Sept.! 4th Qt . | January t Year | Jan.-Sept.| 4th Qtr.} January 
j S | 1954 | 1955 __ | 31955 __ 1956 ; 1954 1955 + 1955 1956 
& million - monthly averages & million - monthly averages 
,Food, beverages ' . or calendar month ida.’ tevetaie or calendar month 
| and tobacco {| 13.2! 13.7 i 16.2 | 13.4 
lpesic materials 6.4! 92 96 | 9.3 and’ tobacco 110.5; 119.1 123.2 | 126.7 
j.tineral fuels and i } 
| lubricants | 12.7| 11.4 | 12,0 | 136 Basic materials | 85.4] 93.4 95.0 | 99.6 
i wanufactured goodsy | 
Metals (1) | 28.2} 31.6 | 37.4 25.9 Mineral fuels 
Engineering ; | and lubricants 27.4 33.9 35.0 36.1 
| preducts (2) | 84.5; 91.2 | 99.4 {103.8 
| Textiles, not | . Mam: factured 
} including i ' goods 56.6 73.1 79.8 81.7 
clothing (3) | 27.0! 25.9 , 25.9 24.9 
| Other manufac- | 
tured goods i 41.2; 45.7 } 50.3 ie 2 47.7 I Total * 281.2 320.7 334.3 346.3 
Total United zi Be *Including Postal Packages and Live Animals 
| “ingdom Exports | 222.9 235.9 | 261.0 | 268.0 | not for food 
(1) Export List Divisions D 12, 13 and 14, NOTES Pome Hi pepe Many oe, from 
, ry se for visible trade e ance Of payments, 
(2) gy y Divisions D 16, 16, £7, 16, where imports are entered f.o.b. and insurance and 
freight, in so far as they are paid abroad, are in- 
(3) Export List Divisions D 6, 7, 8 and 9. br pnt Men pet ne a There are also 
RS : significant erences in timing and coverage 
(4) pore yt ag Packages and Live Animals between the two sets of figures. ' 


& 
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OVERSEAS TARIFF, CUSTOMS AND IMPORT REGULATIONS (contd. ) 


IRISH REPUBLIC 


Customs duties have been imposed in the Irish Republic on some power-take-off 
units, hydraulic pumps and hydraulic lifting mechanisms imported on and after 
February 10, 1956. The duties are — full rate 50 per cent ad valorem and 
preferential rate (U.K, and Canada) 334 per cent ad valorem. 

Fall details may be obtained from the Board of Trade, Export Services Branch, 
Room 729, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1. (Tel: CHAncery 4411, 
Extension 370). 


SYRIA 


Syrian authorities no longer require certificates from United Kingdom banks 
testifying the method of payment, when transactions are sonducted by means of cash 
against documents, (Inquiries to CHAncery 4411, Ext. 276 or 679). 


URUGUAY 


First Category import quotas for U.K, goods have been opened in Uruguay. 
Details may be inspected at Tariff Section Board of Trade, Room 729, Lacon House, 
Theobalds Road, W.Ce1e (Telephone:~ CHAncery 4411, Exte 371). 


BURMA 


The Government of the Union of Burma recently gave further details of goods 
covered by certain of the general classes listed in Open General licence No. 1. 
These details may be obtained from Export Services Branch (Tariff Section), 
Board of Trade, Room 607, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1. 

The general classes of goods covered by Open General licence No. 1 were 
published in the Board of Trade Journal on April 2, 1955 (page 752). 








CHANGE IN EXPORT LICENSING CONTROL 

THE BOARD OF TRADE announce that licences are now required for the export to 
all destinations of all types of alloy and non-alloy iron and steel plate. 

The Order amending the Export of Goods (Control) (Consolidation) Order 1955 
es 1955, No.518) is the Export of Goods (Control) (Amendment No.3) Order 1956 
S.I, 1956, No.150), which came into force on February 13. Copies are obtainable, 
price 2d. (by post 33d.) from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, 
and branches. 


IMPORT DUTY ON BASIC SLAG 


The Board of Trade gave notice on September 7, 1953, that they had received an 
application for the addition to the Free list under the Import Duties Act of 1932 
of basic slag, whether ground or not. 

The President of the Board of Trade informed the House of Commons on Monday 
that the Government have concluded that a case has not been made out for the 
removal of the import duty on this material. 


U.K. POSITION IN E.P.U. 


The settlement for the month of January, 1956, has now taken place. The 
operation disclosed a United Kingdom net deficit for the month of £3,683,571 
(10,314,000 units of account equivalent to the U.S, dollar), This deficit has 
been settled as to 75% by a goli payment by the United Kingdom to the Union, and as 
to 25% by the granting of credit to the United Kingdom by the Union. 

Further payments as shown below have also been made in respect of the special 
repayments agreed between the United Kingdom and certain other countries with the 
object of reducing the United Kingdom debt to E.P.U.:- 


Country £ 
Belgium 267 ,857 
Netherlands 225,214 
Sweden 152,857 
Switzerland 92,857 


. 7365785 


As a result of the above transactions the total United Kingdom debt to the 
Union, which previously stood at £122,981,071 has been increased to £123,165,000. 


Additional copies of this circular may be obtained from Room 2407, the Board 


"gf Bredey Horse Guards Avenue, Whitehall, London, $.W.1. 
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GROWTH OF NEW SCREEN TECHNIQUES IN BRITISH FILM INDUSTRY 


2,523 cinemas, well over half the total in Creat Britain, and providing nearly 
three-quarters of the total seating capacity, had been equipped to show films. by 
anamorphic projection (e.g. Cinemascope) by the end of September, 1955, and 600 
cinemas - thirteen per cent. of the total - also possessed multi-channel sound 
apparatus (e.g. Stereophonic and Perspecta sound), 

Cinemas with anamorphic equipment showed films by this method for approximately 
one-third of their performances during the third quarter of 1955. Admissions to 
these performances amounted to 76,270,000, or nearly thirty-five per cent. of the 
total admissions to these cinemas and just over one-quarter of admissions to all 
cinema og gpa rt oe during the quarter. A slightly higher average price per seat 
was paid for admission to Cinemascope, etc. films, the average net taking per seat 
Hg ose compared with 14.4d. for performances at the same cinemas of other types 
of film. 

As might be expected, the proportion of cinemas equipped for anenaepes pro- 
jection increases with the size of cinema. For cinemas with between 251 and 500 
seats, the proportion was seventeen per cent., while above the level of 1,250 seats, 
it exceeded ninety per cent. The installation of multi-channel sound had proceeded 
less far, the proportion equipped reaching forty per cent. only in the largest 
cinemas with more than 2,000 seats. 

These results were obtained from a special enquiry into cinema exhibition during 
the third quarter of 1955. The regular quarterly figures of admissions, etc. are 
also available, covering 4,478 cinemas with a capacity of 4,143,343 seats. . 
Admissions during the period June 26 - September 24, 1955, totalled 288,605,000, 
which was 14.4 per cent. below those for the corresponding quarter of 1954 and 6.2 
per cent. below those for the second quarter of 1955. The low level of attendance, 
which affected all regions and size groups, is not so surprising when the exception- 
ally fine summer of 1955 is taken into account, particularly when compared with the 
bad weather of 1954 which encouraged people to visit the cinema. 





DOMESTIC FURNITURE PRODUCTION DURING 1955 


Figures for domestic furniture production in the fourth quarter of 1955 and for 
the year 1955 are given in the table below. 


Deliveries; quarterly averages or totals for quarter. Orders on hand: end of period. 





| Total Bedroom Dining-room Upholstereda* Other? 
| 


~y 
Index of | Deliv- |orders Deliv- 








Orders |Deliv- Orders Deliv- jOrders | Deliv jOrders 








Deliveries} erles on hand} eries!on hand} eries'on hand! eries jon han 

| ae nts Me Fa and} eriesi@n har Bet da} eries jon pana ' 
prices. 20us: , 

1948 = 100| & thousand | & thousand & thousand & thousand & thousand 

| 1953 148 | 25,035 5,657 | 7,317} 1,693 | 4,535} 1,231 | 8,960; 1,440 | 4,223; 1,293 

| 1954 172 28,538; 9,159 | 8,076) 3,131 | 5,001} 2,141 | 10,360; 2,009 | 5,101; 1,878 

| 1955 163 |27, 682); 7,196 | 7,729) 2,438 | 4,614) 1,682 | 10,0868) 1,645 | 5,251) 1,430 


1954 ist Quarter 146 |24,138! 6,744 | 6,707! 1,979 | 4,438] 1,682; 8 745/ 1,605 | 4,248] 1,478 
2nd Quarter 1€2 |26,894; 6,868 | 7,817; 2,384 | 4,870! 1,519 | 9,497; 1,421 | 4,710} 1,544 
3rd Quarter 168 | 27,778 113,316 | 8,103! 4,631 | 4,776! 2,874 | 9,962) 2,906 | 4,937) 2,905 
4th Quarter 211 | 35,545 9,159 | 9,677; 3,131 | &,918; 2,141 |13,238/ 2,009 | 6,510; 1,878 


| 1955 ist Quarter 162 |27,056| 7,246 | 7,617} 2,057 | 4,942 1,674 | 9,594] 1,602 | 4,903) 1,913 
2nd Quarter 144 24,284) 5,967 | 6,863) 1,955 | 4,093| 1,377 | 8,712} 1,336 | 4,616; 1,296 
3rd Quarter 155 | 25, 937 9,672 | 7,482! 3,391 | 4,166) 1,966 | 9,353) 2,274 | 4,936) 2,042 
4th Quarter | 192 | 33, 452 | 7,196 | 8, 955| 2,428 | 5,256) 1, 12,692! 1,645 | 6,550) 1,430 
* Figures for divans (included in upholstered furniture) also include production by bedding firms of all 
sizes in the United Kingdom 
? Kitchen, occasional, nursery, woven fibre and cane, etc. 






































NOTICE TO IMPORTERS 


The Board of Trade announce in Notice to Importers No.775 dated February 
23, arrangements for further imports of fresh oranges, fresh lemons and fresh 
grapefruit from the United States of America to be purchased with dollars made 
available underthe Mutual Security Act, 1954 (Public Law 665). Copies of the 
Notice can be obtained from the Board of Trade, Import Licensing Branch, 
43, Marsham Street, London, S.W.1. 


IMPORT AND EXPORT PRICES IN JANUARY 


The index of import prices in January, at 105, remained the same as in December. 
The export index, at 104, was also unchanged and consequently the terms of trade, 
at 101 (average for 1954 taken as 100), were also the same. 

These index numbers are calculated, as described in the "Board of Trade Journal” 
for March 26, 1955, page 658, from the average values of a selection of the 
commodities shown in the monthly Trade and Navigation Accounts. 

Fizures for previous months of 1955 and for 1950-1955 were published in the 
"Board of Trade Journal” on January 28. 
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ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS ON HIRE PURCHASE AND NEW CONTROL ON 
RENTAL AGREEMENTS 


As announced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on February 17 the Board of 
Trade have made two new Orders which 

(i) bring more goods under Hire Purchase Control, and increase the minimum 

initial deposits of all goods already controlled; 

(ii) introduce a new restriction which requires initial advance payments in 

rental agreements for various goods. 

These Orders apply to all agreements made after February 17. 

Hire Purchase Restrictions 

For goods for which a minimum deposit of 15 per cent has hitherto been required, 
a 20 per cent deposit is now necessary. These goods include domestic furniture, 
floor coverings, cookers, caravans, and pedal cycles. 

For goods for which a minimum deposit of 333 per cent has hitherto been required, 
a 50 per cent deposit is now necessary. These goods include radio and television 
phe gramophones, washing machines, vacuum cleaners, refrigerators, cars and motor 
cycles. 

F No changes have been made in the maximum repayment periods for any of the above 
goods. 
New classes of goods brought under control include a wide range of capital 

goods, including certain aircraft, ships and boats, sectional and prefabricated 
buildings, shop and office furniture, commercial vehicles and plant and machinery of 
all kinds. The minimum deposit for these goods will be 50 per cent, with payment 
of the balance within 24 months. These terms also apply to credit sale agreements, 
i.e. contracts of sale of goods under which the whole or part of the purchase price 
is payable by instalments. In the case of aircraft, ships and boats and plant and 
machinery, provision is made to permit progress payments during manufacture and/or 
installation of the goods. 

Payments of instalments under credit sale agreements for less than nine months, 
for ete no deposit is required, must now be approximately equal payments at equal 
intervals. 

The control does not apply to exports i.e.: goods which are themselves to be 
exported, but it does apply to all the controlled items (machinery, plant, vehicles, 
etc.,) which are used in the manufacture or transport of exports. 

The new Order is the Hire Purchase and Credit Sale Agreements (Control) Order, 
1956 (S.I. 1956 No. 180). Copies may be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office. 


Restrictions on Rental Agreements 

The goods affected by these new restrictions include radio and television sets 

and gramophones, washing machines, vacuum cleaners and refrigerators. 

The main restrictions are: 

In the case of a hiring agreement for a definite period of nine months or less, 
payment of the whole of the rentals and service charges must be made before 
the signing of the agreement. 

In any other hiring agreement, advance payment must be made of the whole of the 
rentals and charges payable during the first nine months. 

Where goods have been hired to a person for a definite period of nine months or 
less, the Order prohibits any further hiring of those goods to that person, 
except that hirings for a period of less than one month may be extended up to 
a total hiring of one month. The Order does not apply to the hire of goods 
if the hirer is not in possession of the goods for more than le days in any 
28 days. 

The Order is the Control of Hiring Order, 1956 (S.I.. 1956 No.179). Copies may 

be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office. 

Full details of the goods affected are contained in the two new orders. 


PRESIDENT MEETS DEPUTATION FROM COTTON INDUSTRY 


The President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Peter Thorneycroft, who was accompanied 
by the Minister of State, Board of Trade, Mr. A.R.W. Low, and the Parliamentary 
Secretary Mr. Derek Walker-Smith on Monday received a deputation from the United 
Kingdom Cotton Industry to discuss the memorandum on imports of cotton goods submit- 
ted last December by the Cotton Board on behalf of the industry. The deputation 
made a full statement of their views and of the current position in the trade. 

In reply the President assured the deputation that he recognised that the : 
industry had made out a strong case. He emphasised, however, the grave difficulties 
involved for the Government's broad commercial policy in a departure, particularly 
at this time, from the decision embodied in the Prime Minister's statement on the 
cotton industry in the House of Commons on May 3 last. The President further stated 
that the general considerations underlying that decision remained the same at the 
present time, but he asked the industry to keep in close touch with him about all 
developments in the situation. 

The deputation informed the President that early next week they would report 
his response to the case at a meeting of the Industry's appropriate Standing Commit- 
tee which would have to decide the policy to be pursued. 


INTERIM INDEX OF RETAIL PRICES, JANUARY, 1956 


At January 17, 1956, the official index figure, which measures changes in the 
average level of retail prices compared with the level at the base date, June 17, 1947 
(taken as 100), was 153, compared with 154 at December 13, 1955. 
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Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 
CUBA 


Following negotiations under Article XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade between the Governments of Cuba and the United States of America it has 
been necessary to revise certain of the preferential rates of duty shown in the 
Schedule to the Anglo-Cuban Trade Agreement of 1953. These changes have been con- 
firmed in an Exchange of Notes which took place in Havana on February 15. 

The items affected by the changes cover insulated compre wire and cable, tools, 
machinery parts, motors, pumps, truck and bus chassis and bicycle parts and acces- 
sories. (Ext. 370-1). 





ECUADOR 


The Ecuadorean Monetary Board has announced a further reduction in the deposit 
required as a condition of the issue of an import permit for goods in List I. For 
certain special goods, including agricultural and industrial machinery, tools, 
fertilizers, and some raw materials, textile yarns and pharmaceutical products, the 
deposit is reduced from 15 per cent to 5 per cent of the c.i.f. value of the goods, 
and for the remainder of the goods in List I it is reduced from 20 per cent to 
15 per cent. (Ext. 370-1). 


INDIA 


Import Duties. Under Indian Customs Notifications 194, 196, 198 and 200 dated 
December 24, 1955, some amendments have been made to the Indian Import Tariff, 
covering certain diesel fuel injection equipment, sparking plugs, trunk. piston 
assemblies and batteries for motor vehicles. 

Customs Surcharge. Indian Customs Notification 192 dated December 4%, 1955, exempts 
certain steel files and rasps, fuel injection equipment, trunk piston assemblies, 
grinding wheels and sparking plugs from the whole of Customs surcharge. Certain 
rollers chains of size 4" x §" for cycles are exempt from so much as is in excess of 
5 per cent surcharge. 


Import Trade Control. Various notifications have been received concerning India's 
import licensing policy covering rubber tyres and tubes and cycles fitted with tyres 
and tubes, raw rubber, cresylic acid, carbonated apple juice and textile equipment. 


(Ext. 681}. 


IRAN 


The following Iranian Import Quota for the year ending March 21, 1956 is now 
exhausted: 

Group III: Various kinds of articles made of non-precious metals such as 
knives, penknives and other kinds of knives; shaving razors, safety razors, razor 
blades and parts, with or without containers; all kinds of scissors; nail clippers; 
all kinds of hair clippers and parts; spoons, forks and ladles; strainers and other 
serving articles; paper knives; table bells; bottle and can openers; juice 
extractors and vegetable cutters and other household appliances made of non-precious 
metal; needles, clips etc. 

Documents dated up to February 22 will be accepted for goods in this group, 
(Ext. 679 or 276). 


IRISH REPUBLIC 


Customs duties have been imposed in the Irish Republic on certain blockboard, 
battenboard, laminboard, cellular wood panels and re-constituted wood sheets 
imported on or after February 17, 1956. The duties are - full rate 37 per cent 
ad valorem and preferential rate (U.K. and Canada) 25 per cent ad valorem. 

(Room 729, Ext. 370). 


PAKISTAN 


A Government of Pakistan Press Handout dated December 31, 1955, states that 
Import Licences will now be valid for six months from date of issue. 

Enquiries should be addressed to Commercial Relations and Export Department, 
Board of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. (Tel ephone falgar 8855, 
Extension 2300}. 

Four Public Notices issued by the Pakistan Chief Controller of Imports and 
Exports on February 2 and 3, announce certain changes in validation of licences 


issued for import of:- Fountain pens and parts etc.: Clocks and watches etc.; 
Machinery and millwork etc.: and Haberdashery and millinery. (Room 601, Ext. 681). 
UNITED STATES 


Reductions in duty on certain items in paragraphs 38, 1409, and 1536 of the 
United States Tariff became effective on February 15. 

The United States Bureau of Customs are proposing to amend the invoici 
regulations applicable to imported watches and watch movements; consideration will 
be given to any comments submitted in writing not later than March to the 
Commissioner of Customs, Washington 25, D.C. (Ext. 372-3). 

The termination date of the Ecuador Trade Agreement, mentioned in the Board of 
Trade Journal on October 15, 1955, (page 863), has been amended to July 16, 1956. 
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TRADE FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 


This year's Factory Equipment Exhibition will be held at Earls Court from 
April 9 to 14 and will be opened by the President of the Board of Trade, 

Vr. Peter Thorneycroft. The theme will be "Productivity". The exhibits will 
include plant and equipment for factory construction and maintenance, processing, 
handling, storage, packing, office equipment and communication systems, fuel 
economy, heating, lighting and ventilation, lubricants and lubrication, safety and - 
welfare. 

The exhibition will occupy 250,000 sq. ft. of floor space and will display the 
products and services of 250 companies. Among them will be a number of foreign 
exhibitors, including an officially sponsored ~— from Hungary. 

Further information may be obtained from: e Organiser, Factory Equipment 
Exhibition, 4, Snow Hill, London, E.C.1. (Telephone: CENtral 0354). 


British Industries Fair: February 22 - March 2: Earls Court, 
London: The British Toy Fair, Fancy and Leather Goods, 
Stationery, Pottery and Glass, Jewellery, Cutlery, Watches and 
Clocks, Brushware and Chemists’ Supplies. 


A list of the year's Trade Fairs and Exhibitions in the United Kingdom last 
appeared in the Board of Trade Journal of January 14, page 90. To this should 
now be added the following: 

London: Fashion in Footwear Exhibition: October 1-5. In Washington Hotel, 

Curzon Street, W.1. Apply to Exhibition Dept., 'Footwear', Drury House, 

Russell St., Drury Lane, London, W.C.2. (TEMple Bar 3422). 

For inquiries to the Society of British Aircraft Constructors about the 
Farnborough Flying Display and Exhibition (September 3-8) the telephone number is 
TRAfalgar 7281 not 3231. 

The Board of Trade Exhibitions Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, 
W.C.1 (CHAncery 4411, Ext. 403) will be glad to answer inquiries arising from the 
foregoing announcements and about other scheduled Exhibitions. 


NEW GOVERNMENT AUCTION SALES 


Sales arranged by the Ministry of Supply and the Air Ministry, and not 
previously announced, are listed below: 




















RRS 1956_ yi Stores Location Auctioneers ks 
| April 11 Miscellaneous stores No. 35 Maintenance Unit, Brady & Son, 17 Warren Street, Stockport 
and equipment ReA. Fe, Heywood, Lancs. (Stockport 2252/3) with Cc. W. Provis & 
(Auction site: Bowlee) Sons, 2 Booth St., Albert Square, 
Manchester 2 (Central 2800). 
March 27-29 Vehicles Ministry of Supply Walker, Walton & Hanson, Byard Lane, 
Storage Depot, Bridlesmith Gate, Nottingham 
Ruddington, Notts. (Nottingham 47271). 
April 20 Machine tools and M.0.S. Storage Depot, Russell, Baldwin & Bright Ltd., 
miscellaneous stores Rotherwas, Hereford. 20 King Street, Hereford (Hereford 4366) 
April 24-25 Machine tools and M.0.S. Storage Depot, Fuller, Horsey Sons & Cassell, 
miscellaneous stores Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, 10 Lloyd's Avenue, London, £.C.3. 
London, S.E. 18. (Tel.: ROYal 4861.) 
May 25 Miscellaneous stores Returned Stores Group, Fenn, Wright & Co., 146 High Street, 
Reed Hall, Colchester, Colchester, Essex. (Tel.: 3171.) 
Essex. 
June 6 Miscellaneous stores | Base Ordnance Depot, Midland Marts Ltd., Market Square, 
Bicester, Oxon. Bicester, Oxon. (Tel. 73.) 











OVERSEAS TARIFF, CUSTOMS AND IMPORT REGULATIONS 


Unless otherwise stated, inquiries about the following notices should go to 
Export Services Branch (Tariff Section), Board of Trade, Lacon House, 
Thecbalds Road, London, W.C.1., or by telephone to CHAncery 4411. The 
appropriate room and telephone extension are in some cases indicated at the 
end of a notice. 








ARGENTINA 


The Argentine Central Bank has increased the surcharge on certain imports to 
40 pesos per U.S. §, and has modified Circular No. 2362 which invited applications 
for exchange permits to import a variety of goods at the Official rate. 

Details may be inspected at Room 729, (Ext. 371). 


CEYLON 


A Notification issued by the Minister of Industries, Housing and Social 
Services in Ceylon on January 23 under the Industrial Products Act, amends the 
Notification relating to tea and other chests and shooks, with or without fittings, 
published in the Board of Trade Journal of October 29, 1955, page 962, by the 
substitution of the figures 1 to 7 in place of the figures 1 to 5 as the ratio of 


fee — to the regulated product in column 111 of this Notification. 
xt. 5 ° 





COLOMBIA 


As from February 8 it will be necessary for exporters to quote the import group 
in Spanish (e.g. Primer Grupo) next to the Import Licence number, at the foot of 
the Colombian Consular Invoice form. (Ext. 370/1). 
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Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 
PARAGUAY 


Licence free imports into Paraguay by parcel post are to cease from March 10 
(Room 729, Ext. 370). 


ANGLO-CZECH DISCUSSIONS 


A Czechoslovak Delegation arrived in London early this week for discussion with 
the United Kingdom Government on trade and financial questions. 


VEST GERMANY AND POLAND 


A supplementary Protocol to the Commodity Protocol of February, 1955, between 
the Federal Republic and Poland, was signed in Warsaw on December 19, 1955. 

The full text of the Supplementary Protocol may be seen, in English, on appli- 
cation to Room 601, (Ext. 381). 


"MADE IN CANADA" RULINGS 


The following rulings have been made recently for Canadian Customs purposes: - 
Of "a class or kind not made in Canada": 
3-drum endless bed sanders, designed for use in woodworking industries. 
(Ruling effective February 20). 
Routing machines designed for woodworking and for cutting non-ferrous 
metals. (Ruling effective February 24). 


This information is contained in Canadian Department of National Revenue 
Memoranda, Series D, No.51, M.C.R.231 and 232. 

of "a class or kind made in Canada": 

Hot rolled stainless steel plates, in the following sizes: 
.-1875 inches to .250 inches inclusive in thickness, in widths up to 
50 inches, in lengths up to 144 inches. 
Over + inch up to and including § inch in thickness, in widths up to 
50 inches, having a finished area of up to 35 square feet. 
Over § inch up to and including s inch in thickness, in widths up to 
50 inches, having a finished area of up to 25 square feet. 
(Ruling effective February 3). 

Of "a kind not made in Canada”: 

Sulphathiazole (Ruling effective February 7). 


This information is contained in Canadian Department of National Revenue 
Memoranda, Series D, No.51, M.C.R.229 and M.C.R.92 (Second Revision) Supplement No.5. 


F.B.I. OVERSEAS SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Federation of British Industries announced last week that their Overseas 
Scholarships scheme for graduate engineers was being extended to several Middle 
Eastern countries that had not taken part in it hitherto. Five scholarships have 
already been awarded in Iraq; five more were offered recently; and others are now 
a4 for the first time to Egypt, the Gulf Sheikdoms, Iran, Jordan, Lebanon and 

udan. 

This announcement coincided with the arrival in Britain of the 100th engineer 
to come here under the scheme since the war. He is Mr. Kirpal Singh, a radio 
enzineer on the staff of the Department of Broadcasting, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya. 

The candidates selected under this scheme receive practical training with 
United Kingdom engineering firms. It is an essential condition of their scholar- 
ships that they will return to or their professions in their own countries. 
Several of them have subsequently placed, or been instrumental in placing, orders 
for British machinery or equipment. 


NEW ADDRESS FOR SOLICITOR'S BRANCH OF A.E.P. 


On February 22, 1956, the Administration of Enemy Property Branch of the 
Solicitor's Department will remove from Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1. 
to the Board of Trade Headquarters in Horse Guards Avenue. Correspondence for the 
attention of that Branch of the Solicitor's Department should after that date be 
addressed to The Solicitor, Board of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. 
(Telephone: TRAfalgar 8855). 





Additional copies of this circular may be obtained from Room 2407, the Board 
of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, Whitehall, London, 5.W.1. 
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TEL: TRAfalgar 8855 Board of Trade, 
Extn. 2034 Horseguards Avenue, 
Whitehall, 


London, S.W.1. 


ord March, 1956 








As it is impossible to publish the Board of Trade Journal 
this week, the Board of Trade considers it important to 


coring the following announcements to the attention of 





the business community. 








EXCHANGE CONTROL SIMPLIFIED FOR EXPORTS 


The Commissioners of Customs and Excise announce a simplification of exchange 
control formalities. This has been approved by H.M, Treasury in order to assist 
the export trade. 

Before February 27, exporters sending goods to countries outside the Sterling 
Area were required to complete exchange control declarations (Form CD3X where the 
value was more than £25 f.o.b. but not more than £250 f.o.b., and Form CD3 for 
values above £250 f.o.b.) for all exportations of a value exceeding £25 f.o.b. 

Under the new arrangements this limit of £25 f.o0.b. is raised to £250 and, as from 
February 27, completion and lodgment of exchange control forms is not required for 
exportations up to and including £250 in value f.o.b., unless they are private gifts 
in kind exceeding £25 in value, for which special permission is still required. 

It is emphasised that this concession, which may be withdrawn where the 
Commissioners consider that closer supervision is needed, does not affect the 
requirements of the Exchange Control Act, 1947, regarding the collection of sums due 
and the surrender of foreign currency. Moreover there is no change in the present 
procedures relating to exports exceeding £250 in value or in the standing requirements 
as to pre-entry and export licensing. 

This change, which dispenses with exchange control forms for exports worth 
between £25 and £250 other than private gifts in kind, assists exporters by reducing 
the number of forms they have to complete by well over a million a year or about 
60 per cent. of the total. 


APPLICATION FOR DRAWBACK OF DUTY 


The Board of Trade give notice that they are considering an application for 
drawback of import duty under the Second Schedule to the Import Duties Act, 1932, in 
respect of the following goods:- 


(1) Wooden spoons, flat, not more than 6 inches in length and not more than § inch 


in thickness. 
(2) Wooden sticks 
(a of circular cross-section throughout, not more than + inch in diameter, 
and not more than 6 inches, nor less than 2 inches in length; 
(bo) of rectangular cross-section not more than 1 inch by + inch, and not more 
than 9 inches nor less than 3 inches in length, whether or not rounded 
et the ends. 


Any representations which interested parties may wish to make in regard to this 
application should be addressed in writing to the Board of Trade, Tariff Division, 
Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1., not later than March 24, 1956. 


IMPORT DUTIES DRAWBACK 


The Treasury have made the Import Duties (Drawback) (No.1) Order, 1956, which 
operates for six months beginning with March 1, 1956, and which provides for the 
allowance of drawback of Customs duty on imported coated aluminium foil (of. the kind 
specified in the Schedule to the Order) used in the manufacture of certain metallic 
yarn which is exported or shipped as stores. 

The Order has been published as Statutory Instruments 1956, No.242. 


GOVERNMENT AUCTION SALE 


In addition to the sales announced last week, the Ministry of Supply have 
arranged for an auction at the Railway Hotel, Highbridge, Somerset, on April 13, of 
miscellaneous stores located mainly at the Returned Stores Depot, Highbridge. The 
auctioneers will be J. H. Palmer & Sons, Bank Chambers, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset 

Tel. 2326), from whom catalogues are obtainable 14 days earlier at sixpence each 
postal orders only). ‘ 














INDUSTRIAL BUILDING IN 1955 


An industrial analysis of industrial 
building schemes granted location approval 
in the years 1945 to mid-1955 was 
published in the Board of Trade Journal of 
August 20 last. Provisional figures for 
the whole of 1955 are now given below: 


er [Area 
Industry { (millions 


| of sa ft) | 
Brick, pottery, glass etc. | 4.2 } 
Chemicals, oil refineries, etc. 8.3 
Metal manufacture ' 4.2 


Shipbuilding and marine engineering | 

Mechanical engineering i 

Electrical engineering and { 
electrical goods 

Vehicles 

Other metal goods 

Precision instruments 

Textiles 

Leather, leather goods 

Clothing 

Food, @rink, tobacco 

Wood and Cork ' 

Paper and Printing i 

Other manufacturing 
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PRODUCTION OF PAPER AND BOARD IN 1955 


Below are statistics of production in 
the United Kingdom of paper and board 
during 1955: . 




















ni | 
Paper tons Board tons 
Total (all kinds) | 2,386, 858 |Total (all kinds) | 908, 196 
of which:- of which:~ 
Newsprint 619,463} Boards for 736, 588 
Other printing 932, 028 packaging 
and writing Boot and shoe 14,773 
Greaseproof etc. 27, 892 boards 
Tissue (inc. 47,598; Grey felt for 70, 121 
cigarette roofing etc. 
tissue) Building boards; 50,018 
Other packing 613,489} Other sorts 36, 696 
and wrapping | 
Other sorts i 146, 388 | 
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REPORT ON THE MONOPOLIES AND 
RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES ACTS 


The seventh Annual Report by the 
Board of Trade on the operation of the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 
Acts, 1948 and 1953, is pubiished and is 
on sale at H.M. Stationery Office, price 
9d. The Report covers the calendar year 
1955 and includes notes on action taken 
following publication of the Commission's 
Reports and a survey of suggestions and 
requests made to the Board of Trade for 
references to the Commission. 

The Restrictive Trade Practices Bill, 
which was published on February 15, makes 
provision for the formation of a smaller 
and more compact Monopolies Commission for 
dealing with those matters which are in- 
appropriate for reference to the proposed 
Restrictive Practices Court. The Commis- 
sion would, therefore, be responsible for 
enquiry into single firm monopolies and 
into agreements relating wholly to 
exports, where such matters are referred 
to them by the Board of Trade and where 
the persons concerned supply at least 
one-third of total United Kingdom produc- 
tion of the goods involved. 


APPOINTMENT OF OFFICIAL RECEIVER: 

Mr. Norman Saddler has been appointed 
Official Receiver for the Bankruptcy 
District of the County Courts of Newcastle 
upon-Tyne; Durham; Sunderland; Stockton- 
on-Tees; Darlington and Middlesbrough. 


é 





U.K. TO AID VAST NEW INDIAN STEEL PROJECT 


The United Kingdom is to play a 
major part in financing a vast new pro- 
ject to establish a third steel plant in 
India. 

The United Kingdom made an offer to 
the Indian Government just over a year 
ago of a small technical mission to 
advise on the third Indian steel plant. 
This mission was arranged under the 
Technical Cooperation Scheme of the 
Colombo Plan. Following the report of 
this mission indicating that the plant 
could be effectively established, the 
Indian Government decided to go ahead 
with the project. 

Later, Sritish manufacturers of 
steel-making equipment and bankers took 
part in a consortium which went to India 
to discuss costs and other details. 

It has now been agreed that out of 
the total of £50 million of foreign 
exchange needed for the plant the United 
Kingdom will arrange for credits total- 
ling £264 million. Of this sum 
£15 million will be a Government-to- 
Government credit under the Export Credits 
Guarantee Act (1949) and £114 million 
will be raised by the consortium through 
banking channels with normal Export 
Credits Guarantee Department cover. 


BRITISH PAVILION AT DAMASCUS FAIR 


In view of the growing importance of 
British exports to the Middle East, the 
Federation of British Industries announce 
that they are organising for the first 
time a United Kingdom pavilion at the 
forthcoming International Trade Fair at 
Damascus, which takes place from 
September 1 to 30 this year. This pro- 
ject will be carried out by the 
Federation's subsidiary company, British 
Overseas Fairs Ltd. It has the support 
of the Board of Trade who will have a 
stand in the United Kingdom pavilion. 

The Damascus Fair, which was first 
held in 1954, is the only annual trade 
fair.in the Middle East. It has become 
an established centre of trade for all 
the Arab countries, and last year it 
attracted 1,000,000 visitors, of whom 
100,000 came from neighbouring countries, 
including Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia and the Persian Gulf States. 

The Fair offers a valuable oppor- 
tunity for British exporters, particularly 
in the spheres of engineering and capital 
—— and some kinds of consumer goods. 

ven Syria itself, which is a compara 
tively small market, took nearly 
£7,600,000 worth of British exports in 
1955, but the State income has now been 
considerably increased by additional 
royalties for oil wayleaves. Its new 
seven year plan provides for the further 
expenditure of some £49,000,000 on 
irrigation, roads, aerodromes, hospitals, 
laboratories, etc. The wealth of some 
of the other Arab countries is, of course, 
considerably greater. 

The proposed United Kingdom pavilion 
at this year's fair will cover an area of 
about 20,000 square feet, and the cost to 
exhibitors will be about 35s. per square 
foot, but this cost should be consider- 
ably reduced in future years if the 
pavilion remains in situ. 




























TRADE FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS IN EUROPE 


Following is a list of Trade Fairs and Exhibitions to be held in Europe this 
year and not previously announced: 


Oslo: International Instrumentation-Automation Exhibition. April 9 - 22, 
In the Abelhaugen air-raid shelters. Apply, Secretariate, Studieselskapet 
for Norsk Industri Munkedamsveien 53 B, Oslo. 


Stockholm: International Forestry Exhibition. April 14-25. 
At LidingSvagen. Apply Borje Claeson, AB Specialutst&llningar, Stockholm, 26. 


Algiers: 16th Algiers International Trade Fair. April 27-May 13. 
Apply, 3, rue Jean-Rameau, Alger. 


Florence: 20th International Trade Fair of Handicrafts Products. April 28-May 18. 
apply Mostra-Mercato Nazionale dell Artigianto, Piazza della Liberta l, 
Florence. 


Bologna: 20th International Trade Fair. May 8 - 22. 
Apply, Comm. Umberto Cappelli, Ente Autonomo Fiera di Bologna, Piazza del 
Francia 1, Bologna. 


Brno, Prague: end Engineering Exhibition. September 8-30. 
Apply, Auger and Turner Group Ltd., 40 Gerrard Street, London, W.1. (Tel: 
Gerrard 6671). 


Stockholm 4th International Instrument and Measurements Exhibition. September 15-23. 
Apply, Anders Beckman Inc., Smalandsgatan 2, Stockholm. 0. 


Parma: llth International Exhibition of Preserved Foodstuffs and Food Packaging 
(including Food Processing Machinery) September 20-30. 
Apply, Italian Chamber of Commerce for Great Britain and British Commonwealth, 
Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.1. (Tel: Whitehall 5521). 


Brussels: Salon de la Radio, de la Television et du Disque. September 29 - 
October 14. noe 
At Palais du Centenaire. Apply, Commissaire General, 100 Boulevard Louis 
Schmidt, Brussels. 


Zaragoza: 16th National Fair. October 3 - 23. 
Apply, Director General, Feria Oficial y Nacional de Muestras, Zaragoza, Spain. 


Milan: 34th International Cycle and Motor-Cycle Exhibition. December 1 - 10. 
Apply, Italian Association of Manufacturers of Cycles, Motor Cycles and 
Accessories, Via Mauro Macchi 32, Milan. 


OVERSEAS TARIFF, CUSTOMS AND IMPORT REGULATIONS 


Unless otherwise stated, inquiries about the following notices should go to Export 
Services Branch (Tariff Section), Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, 
London, W.C.1., or by telephone to CHAncery 4411. The appropriate room and tele- 
phone extension are in some cases indicated at the end of a notice. 


BAHRAIN 


The Bahrain Government have issued an Order, which is to become operative 
immediately, stating that all goods exported from the United Kingdom to Bahrain must 
be accompanied by a certified invoice from the suppliers to the effect that the goods 
in question are of British origin. Inquiries should be addressed to the Commercial 

elations and Exports Department, Board of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. 
Telephone: Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 7658). 


BURMA 


The Ministry of Finance and Revenue of the Government of the Union of Burma have 
issued the following addition, effective from December 20, 1955, to the list of goods 
wholly or partially exempt from customs duties on import into the Union of Burma, 
which was published in the Board of Trade Journal on July 31, 1954 (pages 259-263) 
and August 14, 1954 (page 365). 


Under heading "A. General" 














Serial Good Limitation and Extent of 
No. ods conditions Exemption 
49 Soluble flavouring Provided that the So much of 
essences containing Director of the duty as 
alcohol for pro- Industries certi- is in excess 
cessing into non- fies that the of 35% ad 
alcoholic drinks goods are imported valorem 


solely for use in 
the manufacture of 
non-alcoholic drinks 





The Government of the Union of Burma recently gave details of goods which can 
be imported under licences issued for “Photographic Goods" and “Provisions all Sorts". 
(Room 607, Ext. 685). 
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Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 





ISRAEL 


A new edition of the Israel Customs Tariff has been published by the Business 
Diary, P.O. Box.1313, Haifa, in co-operation with the Director of Customs and Excise, 
Haifa. This edition is up-to-date until January 1, 1956, and the price is I.£3.- 
(12s. approx.) 


ITALY 


The Italian Ministry of Foreign Trade has announced that the goods listed below 
may be imported from member countries of the European Payments Union without a 
licence up to October 31, 1956: 

Tariff Number 140, Acid oils; Tariff Number 141, Oil 
grounds and dregs; Tariff Number 142, Soapstock. 

The Italian Customs are also authorised to permit the direct temporary importa- 
tion from E.P.U. countries of sultanas (Tariff No. 736) for use in cakes, biscuits 
and the like. 

The "Italian Gazzetta Ufficiale" of January 14 reports that the rate of tax for 
fine fur skins (Customs items ex 495, 496 and 497, Statistical items 1834, 1836, 
1838, 1841) should be 23 per cent and not 24 ag’ cent as stated previously. (A 
notice about the revised rates of tax appeared in the Board of Trade Journal of 
January 28, 1956). 


KOREA 


The Korean Government have issued regulations governing the importation of 
pharmaceuticals and a list of those pharmaceutical and cosmetic items and medical 
and sanitary materials not permitted to be rs gther during the period Jan l - 
i 30, sh Unofficial translations of the notices may be seen in Room 608 

Ext. 682/3). 


NIGERIA 


Customs duties have been increased on a wide range of Nigerian imports (including 
bicycles, textiles, apparel, ale, wines and spirits, matches, tobacco and cigarettes) 
with effect from February 24. (Room 603: Extension 378). 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Additional duties ranging from 10 per cent to 20 per cent ad valorem have been 
imposed in South Africa on wintersheeting ex Tariff Items 76(a) (i) (ii) and (iii), 
76(c) (i), 61(a) and 73(i) (a) (xiii) (B). Suspended duties of ld. per lb. on certain 
types of paper ex Tariff Item 295(d) and 10 per cent ad valorem on wrapping paper 
ex 295(f) have been brought into operation. All these increases take effect from 
February 17 (Ext. 373). 

Applications for increased duty have been made to the Union Board of Trade and 
Industries in respect of (a) crown corks and (b) radiators for motor vehicles. 
Trade organisations likely to be interested have been informed. Enquiries from 
firms wishing to make independent representations, or desiring information relating 
to the above, should get in touch with the Commercial Relations and Exports 
Hk gh 7 be Board of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. (TRAfalgar 8855, 

xt. 2304). 


UNITED STATES 


United States Trade Practice Rules for the Diamond Industry were promulgated on 
February 10 and will become effective 30 days after that date. They supersede those 
promulgated for the Educational Jewelry Industry on January 21, 1932; for the Whole- 
sale Jewelry Industry on March 18, 1938, and for the Catalogue Jewelry and Giftware 
Industry on December 23, 1943. 

The United States Tariff Commission has now ordered public hearings in respect 
of the ‘Escape Clause’ applications on velveteen fabrics of cotton, and wood screws 
(excluding lag bolts or lag screws). The hearing on velveteen fabrics will commence 
on June 19, 1956, and that on wood screws on June 12, 1956. (Room 603, Ext. 372-3). 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agents in the territories listed below wish to represent United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of the goods mentioned. 

United Kingdom manufacturers of the goods referred to in these announcements 
are invited to apply in writing for further particulars to the Board of Trade, 
Export Services Branch, Room 819, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1l. 


Australia - Dress fabrics: Commission Agent (Reference E.S.B. 18022/55) 
Egypt - Steel tubes and rails: (Reference E.S.B. 3653/56) 


Germany - Raw wool, woollen and worsted yarns and yarns for upholstery fabrics; 
auxiliary machinery and equipment for weaving mills, consateliy tying and sizing 
machines, raising machines, weft winders, sectional warping machines and machines 
for doubling synthetic filaments: North-Rhine Westphalia Commission Agent. 
(Reference E.S.B. 1813/56) 


Persia (Iran) - Rubber cushioning for car and furniture upholstery; heavy coil 
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Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 


"MADE IN CANADA”: RULINGS 
The following rulings nave been made recently for Canadian Customs purposes: 
Of "a class or kind not made in Canada": 
Dictating and/or transcribinz machines (Ruling effective February 28). 
Lead acetate, white crystals (Ruling effective March 6). 
This information is contained in Canadian Department of National Revenue 
“emoranda, Series D, No.51, ii.C.R.125 Supplement No.l and M.C.R.58 Supplement No.1 


CnYLON 


A Wotice in Ceylon Government Gazette No.10891 of February 10 made under regu- 
lation 4 of the Defence (Control of Imports) Regulations, amends the Import regula- 
tions relating to Boots and Shoes. (Room 607, Ext. 550). 


&GYPT 


An Egyptian Ministerial Order No.9, 1956 effective from January 16, specifies 
the manner in which the indications required by the original Decree regulating the 
manufacture and trade in fire extinguishers must now be made. 

The year of manufacture, name of manufacturer, and a statement of the result of 
the test laid down, must now be shown in Arabic on an engraved or embossed plaque 
fixed to the extinguishers, and instructions concerning the method of use and filling- 
up must be clearly written in Arabic on the apparatus itself or on the packing case. 
(ext. 679 or 276). 


INDIA 


Import Duties Wodified: Under S.R.0.274 (Customs Notification 3) of February 11, 
956, S.R.0. 2982 dated September 11, 1954 (see Board of Trade Journal of October 9, 
954, pave 747) is amended with the effect that the partial exemption from import 
uty now applies to "Projector Lamps and Studio Lamps". 

Under S.8.0.262, (Customs Notification 4) of February 7, 1956, the Government 
of India exempts Portland cement excluding white Portland cement falling under 
Tariff item 25(5) from so much of the duty as is in excess of the excise duty 
leviable on cement manufactured in India and also from any additional duty; (Excise 
Duty, at present, is 5 Rupees per ton.) 

Import Trade Control: Under Public Notices Nos.8 & 9 dated Feoruary 8 and 9 
respectively, the Government of India nave amended their import licensing policy for 
the current period (see Board of Trade Journal of January 21, 28 and February 4) as 
detailed below:- 

Aluminium Scrap (Serial No.17(d) of Part 11) Aluminium Scrap of commercial quality 
having a purity of 99 per cent and above will be licensed liberally. 

Saccharine (Serial 111 of Part IV) Saccharine of U.S.P. standard will now be allowed 
import. 

Cigarette Paper (Serial 45 of Part V) Licences will be issued to Actual Users. 


re ee 


Review of Import Regulations. The Iranian Government is now reviewing the import 
licensing system which operates in Iran and a further notice will be published in 
the Board of Trade Journal when the detailed results of the review are known, This 
is not likely to be until the import regulations for the new Iranian year beginning 
or March 21, 1956, are published. 

In tne meantime, United Kingdom exporters may like to ensure that their Iranian 
importers take all possible steps to reserve, for themselves a share of existing 
import quotas by making a 10 per cent deposit in the form of a confirmed irrevocable 
letter of credit and securing a Bank Melli guarantee of sterling transfer to cover 
the balance of the contract. This can be done in respect of all goods for which the 
quota is not exhausted, except where the amount of sterling transfer to be guaranteed 
by the Bank Melli is under £1,000, or where payment restrictions preclude the opening 
of letters of credit (see the Board of Trade Journal of November 5, 1955, page 1010); 

Enquiries about this notice should be addressed to Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department, Board of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1.; Telephone 
TRAfalzar 8855, Extension 7815. 


IRISH REPUBLIC 


The Department of Industry and Commerce in the Government of the Irish Republic 
have announced that a request from the British Board of Trade for a review of the 
duties on metal files (excluding nail files and some rasps) of United Kingdom origin 
has been referred to the Industrial Development Authority. The I.D.A. will there- 
fore make a review of the present duties on files. Notice of intention to make a 
submission should be forwarded in writing not later than March 16 to Industrial 
Development Authority, 14, St. Stephen's Green, Dublin. 

The present duties are: Full rate 75 per cent and an additional duty of 1/- the 
article, and preferential rate (U.K. and Canada) 50 per cent the article and an 
additional duty of 1/- the article. (Room 729, Ext. 370.) 
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Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 


ISRAEL 


A new edition of the Israel Customs Tariff has been published by the Business 
Diary, P.O. Box.1313, Haifa, in co-operation with the Director of Customs and Excise, 
Haifa. This edition is up-to-date until January 1, 1956, and the price is I.£3.- 
(12s. approx.) 





ITALY 


The Italian Ministry of Foreign Trade has announced that the goods listed below 
may be imported from member countries of the European Payments Union without a 
licence up to October 31, 1956: 

Tariff Number 140, Acid oils; Tariff Number 141, Oil 
grounds and dregs; Tariff Number 142, Soapstock. 

The Italian Customs are also authorised to permit the direct temporary importa- 
tion from E.P.U. countries of sultanas (Tariff No. 736) for use in cakes, biscuits 
and the like. 

The "Italian Gazzetta Ufficiale" of January 14 reports that the rate of tax for 
fine fur skins (Customs items ex 495, 496 and 497, Statistical items 1834, 1836, 
1838, 1841) should be 23 per cent and not 24 7 cent as stated previously. (A 
notice about the revised rates of tax appeared in the Board of Trade Journal of 
January 28, 1956). 


KOREA 


The Korean Government have issued regulations governing the importation of 
pharmaceuticals and a list of those pharmaceutical and cosmetic items and medical 
and sanitary materials not permitted to be imported during the period Jan 1 - 
toe 30, My Unofficial translations of the notices may be seen in Room 608 

Ext. 6862/3). 


NIGERIA 


Customs duties have been increased on a wide range of Nigerian imports (including 
bicycles, textiles, apparel, ale, wines and spirits, matches, tobacco and cigarettes) 
with effect from February 24. (Room 603: Extension 378). 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Additional duties ranging from 10 per cent to 20 per cent ad valorem have been 
imposed in South Africa on wintersheeting ex Tariff Items 76(a) (i) (ii) and (iii), 
76 le) (i), 61(d) and 73(i) (a) (xiii) (B). Suspended duties of ld. per lb. on certain 
types of paper ex Tariff Item 295(d) and 10 per cent ad valorem on wrapping paper 
ex 295(f) have been brought into operation. All these increases take effect from 
February 17 (Ext. 373). 

Applications for increased duty have been made to the Union Board of Trade and 
Industries in respect of (a) crown corks and (b) radiators for motor vehicles. 
Trade organisations likely to be interested have been informed. Enquiries from 
firms wishing to make independent representations, or desiring information relating 
to the above, should ae in touch with the Commercial Relations and Exports 
ot aah ort fy Board of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. (TRAfalgar 8855, 

xt. 23504). 


UNITED STATES 


United States Trade Practice Rules for the Diamond Industry were promulgated on 
February 10 and will become effective 30 days after that date. They supersede those 
promulgated for the Educational Jewelry Industry on January 21, 1932; for the Whole- 
sale Jewelry Industry on March 18, 1938, and for the Catalogue Jewelry and Giftware 
Industry on December 23, 1943. 

The United States Tariff Commission has now ordered public hearings in respect 
of the ‘Escape Clause’ applications on velveteen fabrics of cotton, and wood screws 
(excluding lag bolts or lag screws). The hearing on velveteen fabrics will commence 
on June 19, 1956, and that on wood screws on June 12, 1956. (Room 603, Ext. 372-3). 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agents in the territories listed below wish to represent United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of the goods mentioned. 

United Kingdom manufacturers of the goods referred to in these announcements 
are invited to apply in writing for further particulars to the Board of Trade, 
Export Services Branch, Room 819, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1l. 


Australia - Dress fabrics: Commission Agent (Reference E.S.B. 18022/55) 
Egypt - Steel tubes and rails: (Reference E.S.B. 3653/56) 


Germany - Raw wool, woollen and worsted yarns and yarns for page nt rey fabrics; 
auxiliary machinery and equipment for weaving mills, especially tying and sizing 
machines, raising machines, weft winders, sectional warping machines and machines 
for doubling synthetic filaments: North-Rhine Westphalia Commission Agent. 
(Reference E.S.B. 1813/56) 


Persia (Iran) - Rubber cushioning for car and furniture upholstery; heavy coil 
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Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Cont inued) 


"MADE IN CANADA": RULINGS 
The following rulings nave been made recently for Canadian Customs purposes: 
Of “a class or kind not made in Canada": 
Dictating and/or transcribinz machines (Ruling effective February 28). 
Lead acetate, white crystals (Ruling effective March 6). 
This information is contained in Canadian Department of National Revenue 
“emoranda, Series D, No.51, ii.C.R.125 Supplement No.l and M.C.R.58 Supplement No.1 


UnYLON 


A Notice in Ceylon Government Gazette No.10891 of February 10 made under regu- 
lation 4 of the Defence (Control of Imports) Regulations, amends the Import regula- 
tions relating to Boots and Shoes. (Room 607, Ext. 550). 


EGYPT 


An Egyptian Ministerial Order Nos«9, 1956 effective from January 16, specifies 
the manner in which the indications required by the original Decree regulating the 
manufacture and trade in fire extinguishers must now be made. 

The year of manufacture, name of manufacturer, and a statement of the result of 
the test laid down, must now be shown in Arabic on an engraved or embossed plaque 
fixed to the extinguishers, and instructions concerning the method of use and filling- 
up must be clearly written in Arabic on the apparatus itself or on the packing case, 
(ext. 679 or 276). 


INDIA 
Import Duties Wodified: Under S.R.0.274 (Customs Notification 3) of February 11, 
1956, S.R.0. 2982 dated September 11, 1954 (see Board of Trade Journal of October 9, 


1954, paze 747) is amended with the effect that the partial exemption from import 
duty now applies to "Projector Lamps and Studio Lamps". 

Under S.R.0.262, (Customs Notification 4) of February 7, 1956, the Government 
of India exempts Portland cement excluding white Portland cement falling under 
Tariff item 25(5) from so much of the duty as is in excess of the excise duty 
leviable on cement manufactured in India and also from any additional duty; (Excise 
Duty, at present, is 5 Rupees per ton.) 

Import Trade Control: Under Public Notices Nos.8 & 9 dated Feoruary 8 and 9 
respectively, the Government of India nave amended their import licensing policy for 
the current period (see Board of Trade Journal of January 21, 28 and February 4) as 
detailed below:- 

Aluminium Scrap (Serial No.17(d) of Part 11) Aluminium Scrap of commercial quality 
having a purity of 99 per cent and above will be licensed liberally. 

Saccharine (Serial 111 of Part IV) Saccharine of U.S.P. standard will now be allowed 
import. 

Cigarette Paper (Serial 45 of Part V) Licences will be issued to Actual Users. 


RAN 


Review of Import Regulations. The Iranian Government is now reviewing the import 
licensing system which operates in Iran and a further notice will be published in 
the Board of Trade Journal when the detailed results of the review are known, This 
is not likely to be until the import regulations for the new Iranian year beginning 
on March 21, 1956, are published. 

In the meantime, United Kingdom exporters may like to ensure that their Iranian 
importers take all possible steps to reserve, for themselves a share of existing 
import quotas by making a 10 per cent deposit in the form of a confirmed irrevocable 
letter of credit and securing a Bank Melli guarantee of sterling transfer to cover 
the balance of the contract. This can be done in respect of all goods for which the 
quota is not exhausted, except where the amount of sterling transfer to be guaranteed 
by the Bank Melli is under £1,000, or where payment restrictions preclude the opening 
of letters of credit (see the Board of Trade Journal of November 5, 1955, page {010) « 

Enquiries about this notice should be addresised to Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department, Board of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1.; Telephone 
TRAfalzgar 8855, Extension 7815. 


IRISH REPUBLIC 


The Department of Industry and Commerce in the Government of the Irish Republic 
have announced that a request from the British Board of Trade for a review of the 
duties on metal files (excluding nail files and some rasps) of United Kingdom origin 
has been referred to the Industrial Development Authority. The I.D.A. will there- 
fore make a review of the present duties on files. Notice of intention to make a 
submission should be forwarded in writing not later than March 16 to Industrial 
Development Authority, 14, St. Stephen's Green, Dublin. 

The present duties are: Full rate 75 per cent and an additional duty of 1/- the 
article, and preferential rate (U.K. and Canada) 50 per cent the article and an 
additional duty of 1/- the article. (Room 729, Ext. 370.) 
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Agency Opportunities (Continued) 





upholstery springs of tempered steel: (Reference E.S.B. 28248/55). 


South Africa - Chemical raw materials, especially synthetic resins and rubbers and 
aluminium pastes: A Director of the agency firm will be visiting the United Kingdom 
March/April (Commission Agent: Reference E.S.B, 2082/56). 


TRADE AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 


Burma and Roumania: A three year trade agreement between Burma and Roumania was 
signed in Rangoon on February 7. Further information about the agreement may be 
obtained from Board of Trade, Commercial Relations and yg Department, Horse 
Guards Avenue, Whitehall, S.W.1. (Telephone; Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2618). 


Italy and Sweden: By an Exchange of Notes which took place at Rome on January 18, 
1956, the Italo-Swedish Trade Agreement of January 10, 1952, has been extended for 
a further year from November 1, 1955, to October 31, 1956. Both Sweden and Italy 
have, in recent pe almost completely liberalized their imports and trade has 
therefore been able to develop favourab y in both directions. A quota for imports 
of Swedish cars into Italy has been established, while the quota for printing 
machinery and detached parts thereof has been increased. 


Spain and Iceland: By an Exchange of Notes in Madrid, the Trade Agreement of 
December 1949 between Spain and Iceland has been extended until the end of the 
current year, its terms remaining unchanged. 


Western Germany and the Irish Republic: Trade between Western Germany and the 
Irish Republic in the period from October 1, 1955 to September 30, 1956 is being 
regulated by an exchange of letters. In the non-liberalised sector German import 
quotas for Irish goods were agreed, e.g. bovine cattle (£600,000), various products 
of the foodstuff and agricultural industry (<100,000), food and agricultural fair 
quotas (£100,000), etc. A copy of the full text, in English, may be seen in 

Room 601, (Extn. 681). ‘ 


France and Hungary: A new trade agreement between France and Hungary, operative 
from January 1 to December 31, 1956, was signed in Paris on February 2. The text 
of the agreement as published in the French "Moniteur ye. ent du Commerce et de 
l'Industrie” of February 16 may be seen in Room 625, Ext. 671). 




















UNITED STATES TARIFF INQUIRY 


The United States Tariff Commission has ordered an investigation under the 
"Escape Clause" procedure into women's and girls’ cotton blouses or shirts classi- 
fiable under paragraph 919 of the Tariff Act of 1930. A Public Hearing will 
commence on August 21, 1956. (Room 603, Ext: 372-3). 


RECIPROCAL TRADE MARKS AGREEMENT WITH JAPAN 


Arrangements have been made between Vietnam and the United Kingdom for the 
reciprocal protection of trade marks. Nationals of the United Kingdom now enjoy 
in Vietnam the same rs in respect of the protection of trade marks as are 
granted to nationals of the State of Vietnam. 

A copy.of the Exchange of Notes (Oct. 3/14 1955) issued under Treaty Series 
No. 6 (1956), (Comd. 9694) can be seen in the Patent Office Library, 25, Southampton 
Buildings, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. 


INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION FOR DECEMBER 1955 


The index number of industrial production (1948 = 100) prepared by the Central 
Statistical Office, is estimated provisionally at 136 for December 1955 compared 
with 146 for November 1955. Figures for the corresponding months a year ago were 
131 for December 1954 and 140 for November 1954. The figures for December were 
affected in both years by the Christmas holiday. 


Index of Industrial Production 1948 = 100 


1954 1955 
November December November December 
All industries 140 131 146 136 
Mining and quarrying 118 107 119 110 
Manufacturing 144 135 151 140 
Gas, electricity and water 161 164 173 178 


On the basis of information so far received the index for all industries for 
January 1956 is expected to be 139-140. The index for sumone 1955 was 135. 

These figures have been adjusted to show the average weekly rate of production 
in each month, but no correction has been made for annual or public holidays. 

In the year 1955 the index averaged 136, compared with 130 for the year 1954. 


Additional copie of this circular may be obtained from Room 2407, the Board 
of Trade, Horse oar Avenue, Whitehall, a S.W.1. 
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BOARD OF TRADE 


TEL: TRAfalgar 8855 
Extn. 2034 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Board of Trade, 
Horseguards Avenue, 
Whitehall, 

London, 5S.W. 1. 


10th March, 1956 
| 


As it is impossible to publish the Board of Trade Journal 





this week, the Board of Trade considers it important to 


bring the following announcements to the attention of 








the business community. 





QUIET RETAIL SALES IN JANUARY 


January was a quiet month for retail trade. Although increases in the value 
of sales over January, 1955 were reported in all the main sectors these increases 
were smaller than in the latter months of 1955 and, from the information available 
on retail prices, were due, partly if not entirely, to higher prices. Sales of 
food by large scale retailers were 6 per cent higher than in January 1955 and sales 
by independent food shops were 3 per cent higher. In the clothing and footwear 

ector, sales by large scale retailers were 6 per cent. higher than in January 1955 
department stores 3 per cent. multiple shops 8 per cent. and co-operative societies 
3 percent.) and sales by independent clothing and footwear shops were 5 per cent. 
higher. Sales of household goods by large scale retailers were 5 per cent. higher 
than in January 1955 (department stores and co-operative societies 6 per cent. 
higher but multiple shops 3 per cent. lower) and sales by independent household goods 
shops were 3 per cent. higher. 

The figures shown in the accompanying tables are onthe same basis as those 

published in the Board of 'TradeJournal'of llth February, 1956. 




































































PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN VALUES OF SALES INDEPENDENT RETAILERS JANUARY 1956 
COMPARED WITH A YEAR EARLIER f merece 
Percentage! 
LARGE RETAILERS Index change in | 
; Numbers of vases, St 
Weekly sales in January 1956 oe KIND OF BUSINESS veins wi ‘amen a 
Depart| 2 tiple Co~ Total, |} | week 1956} pared with 
| ment a e Operative; large (1950= 100) January 
stores » Societies] retailers}! j 1955 
lWomen’ 6 and +4 + 41 +5 +97 |All_kinds of business } 130 + $3 | 
| children's wear | Food Shops | 145 9 
Men's and boys' wear| nil + 11 +3 +s jj fesant | 426 $534) 
| Footwear -2 +2 - 3 34 a oe Butchers | 201 + 4 
Furniture and + 6 -1 | 6 | Greengrocers, Fruiterere | 126 + 10 
' furnishings +6 } | Fishmongers, Poulterers | 
Hardware, radio and | (a) | 124 + 9 
| electrical goods(a)! +5 -6 +3 Bread and Flour 
; Hardware + 10 + 10 os + 10 |i Confectioners | 143 ae Se 
| Radio and Off-Licences ; 88 =i 2 
electrical goods - 4 } “° *e Other Food Shops | 
|chemists' goods +8 9 + 10 "ey (including Dairymen) | 176 et ee 
pormey stationery, +9 +43 + 9 || Non-Food Shops. (0) | 118 25) 
Png SI vgs | Clothing and Footwear } 
Wewellery etc.» | Shops | 407 ei 
| goods(a) 7 nil ee ; 3 Men's Wear Shops | “os Nine We 
; Jewellery, etc. oe ee oe 4 i Women's, Girls' and | 
\Sports goods, toys + + aa Infants' Wear 
| and cycles 8 19 vie oa | Specialist Shops 117 + 19 
r “i Drapers and General 
Total - Non- food i + 
| merchandise(a/ +4 li 4 + § + 6 | Outtitting Gaps 108 ‘ ‘ 
Household Goods Shops 141 oe 
Groceries and Furniture Shops 131 he We, 
provisions +5 + 6 2 + 8 Ironmongers and Hardware 
fresh meat A ve - 1 + 3 Shops -| 197 ae] 
Fruit, vegetables Radio and Electrical 
and flowers - + 15 + 14 + 14 Goods Shops 183 - § 
jTobacco and nil nil Radio and Cycle Shops, 
, todacconists' goods aiden a + Cycle Shops, 
Cafe and restaurant | + 11 e ¢ ws 7 Perambulator Shops 116 - 1 
Miscellaneous Non-Food 
Total - Food and 
perishables(a/ +7 + 6 6 + 6 gy 
{Ala merchandies vida * . . nookseliers, Beationers 12s + 5 
: ~ Chemists, Photographic 
Goods Dealers 107 ee te 
e+ Not available Jewellers, Leather and | 
(a) Including some goods for which separate particulars |_ Sports Goods Shops 87 wee 


under the sub-headings are not available. 














(3) 


a) With or without fruit and vegetables. 
Including figures for variety and other general 


stores which are not published separately. 





IMPORT DUTIES DRAWBACK ORDERS 


_ THE TREASURY have made three orders, 
viz: 











































The Import Duties (Drawback) (No.2) 
Order, 1956, which increases, from 

£2 ls. Od. to £3 15s. Od. per ton, the 
rate of drawback allowable in respect of 
Customs duty paid on imported unrefined 
wood tar used in the manufacture of 
refined wood tar which is exported or 
shipped as stores. 


The Order also reduces, from 1-2/9th 
tons to 1-1/l2th tons, the quantity of 
imported unrefined wood tar to be taken 
into account in calculating the amount 
of drawback payable in respect of each 
ton of the exported refined wood tar. 


The Import Duties: (Drawback) (No.3) 
Order, 1956, which increases the rates 
of drawback of Customs duty allowable in 
respect of imported linseed oil used in 
the manufacture of certain kinds of 
exported goods, as follows:- 

a) in the case of exported paints, 
printers’ inks, floor coverings, fishing 
nets etc., from £10 2s. 6d. to £11 2s. 64, 
per ton; and 
(b} in the case of exported linseed 
oil fatty acids, from £8 15s. to £9 17s. 
per ton. 

The Import Duties (Drawback) (No.4) 
Order, 1956, which increases, from 

des. 6d. to 40s. per cwt., the rate of 
drawback of Customs duty allowable on 
imported unblanched shelled almonds used 
in the manufacture of certain descrip- 
tions of blanched almonds which are 
exported or shipped as stores. 

The Orders come into operation on 
March 12, 1956, and have been published 
as Statutory Instruments 1956, Nos.306, 
307 and 308, obtainable from 

H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, 

London W.C.2., amd branches, price 2d. 
by post 3ad. 








GOVERNMENT AUCTION SALES 


The Ministry of Supply have changed 
to May 8-9 the date of the sale, pre- 
viously announced for June 6, of 
vehicles and miscellaneous stores at 
Base Ordnance Depot, Bicester, Oxon. 
The auctioneers will be Midland Marts 
Ltd., Market Square, Bicester (Tel:73). 
The lots to be sold on March 27-29 
at the Ministry of Supply Storage Depot, 
Ruddington, near Nottingham, will con- 
sist of 1,750 vehicles, mobile lifting 
equipment, trailers etc. They will 
include 300 saloons and limousines by 
Austin, Ford, Hillman, Humber, Morris, 
Standard, Vauxhall and Wolseley; mobile 
cranes (some with diesel engines) by 
Coles, Cranemobile Lorain, Morris and 
Ransomes and Rapier; forklifts by Clark, 
Cleveland and Ross; multi-wheeled trans- 
porter, searchlight, bowser, fire pump 
and light 2 wheeled trailers, 340 
2-wheeled articulated 6-ton trailers 
with Scammell attachment, light and 
heavy G.S. trucks, vans, refuellers, 
coaches, prime movers (some with diesel 
engines}, light and heavy utilities, 
tippers, tankers, ambulances, fire 
tenders and jeeps. The auctioneers 
will be Walker, Walton & Hanson, 
Fi ba Lane, Bridlesmith Gate, Nottingham 
(Tel: 47271 


‘Unit, Quedgeley, Glos., on May 9. 








The Air Ministry announce a sale of 

miscellaneous stores at No.7 say eae ke 
€ 

auctioneers will be Bruton, Knowles & Co., 
Albion Chambers, King Street, Gloucester, 

The Air Ministry's sale at Bowlee, 
Heywood, Lancs., on April 11 (announced a 
fortnight ago) will last two days. 


PROCUREMENT F'OR ALLIED COMMANDS EUROPE 


Each Allied Command Europe Head- 
quarters keeps a record of potential 
suppliers of goods and equipment from the 
various N.A.T.0O. countries, indicating 
names of firms, products, etc. As soon 
as a requirement arises at Headquarters, 
the Purchasing and Contracting Office 
solicits bids from suitable sources, and 
negotiates direct with them. 
United Kingdom firms who are interested 
are recommended to upproach the Purchasing 
and Contracting Office at the addresses 
given below, with a request for inclusion 
in their lists. Brochures etc. should 
be forwarded if available. It should be 
appreciated that in certain cases it may 
be some time before a requirement arises 
for a particular product. 
Supreme Headquarters, Allied Powers 
Europe, Paris. 

H.Q, Allied Forces Central Europe, 
Fontainebleau, France. 

H.Q. Allied Forces Northern Europe, 
Oslo, Norway. 

H.Q. Allied Forces Southern Europe, 
Naples, Italy. 

H.Q. Allied Forces South Eastern 
Europe, Izmir, Turkey. 

H.Q,. Allied Forces Mediterranean, 
Malta. 

Enquiries relating to this notice 
should be addressed to Commodity & General 
Division, Horse Guards Avenue, London, 
S.W.1. 


EXEMPTED DEALERS IN SECURITIES 


The following amendments were made 
during February to the list of Exempted 
Dealers in Securities authorised under 
Section 15 of the Prevention of Fraud 
(Investments) Act, 1939: 

The Midland Trust Ltd: Address 
changed from Prudential Buildings, 

St. Philip's Place, Birmingham, 3., 

to Beaufort House, Newhall Street, 

Birmingham, 3. 

Guinness, Mahon & Co: Delete 

Walter George Morrell Hamilton. 








OVERSEAS MAIL SERVICES 
Small Packet Service 


The Post Office remind the public of 
the Small Packet service which is avail- 
able to many countries. 


The purpose of the service is to 
provide for transmission of small quanti- 
ties of goods weighing up to 2 lbs. duti- 
able or not, at special rates, in the same 
mails as printed papers, which as a rule 
travel more quickly than parcels. The 
surface rate is 76d. for up to 10 oz. and 
1d. for each additional 2 oz. or part of 
2 OZ. Air mail rates vary according to 
the country of destination (5d., 6d., or 
7d. per oz. with a minimum charge of 
7$d.) and should be compared with air 

arcel rates for the country concerned. 
ull details of rates and requirements 
can be obtained from any Post Office. 


























TRADE FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS OUTSIDE EUROPE 


Following is a list of Trade Fairs and Exhibitions to be held outside Europe 
this year and not previously announced: 


Roodepoort: Quinquennial Conference and Trade Exhibition, March 25. Apply, 
Chief Officer Botes, Roodepoort Fire Department, Roodepoort, Transvaal. 
Houston, Texas: World (Gil Exposition, April 25-29. Apply, World Oil Exposition, 
1607 Jefferson, P.O. Box 3105, Houston, Texas. 
Multan; Municipal Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition, May. Apply, Municipal 
Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition, Qasim Bagh, Old Fort, Multan. 
Sydney: The Sydney Homes Exhibition, June 15 - 21. Apply, Mr. J. E. Beveridge, 
The Industrial Public Relations Service of Australia, Box 5063, G.P.0., Sydney. 
ego: The Southern California Exposition and San Diego County Fair, June 29- 
y & Information about the United Kingdom Exhibit should be obtained from 
r h Consul-General, 448 South Hill Street, Los Angeles, 13, California. 


is 
he Sydney Engineering Exhibition, July 9 - 14. Apply, Mr. J. E. Beveridge, 
lust 


» 
¢ 


rial Public Relations Service of Australia, Box 5063, G.P.0. Sydney. 


California Gift Show, July 22-27. At Biltmore and Alexandria Hotels 

¢ Shops and Merchandise Mart. Apply, Trade Shows Ltd., 672 South Lafa 
Place, Los Angeles 57. 

e: Victorian State Fair, July 23-August 4. At Exhibition Buildings. 

ly, Industrial Public Relations Service of Australia, 82W Toorak Road, 

th Yarra. 
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New York: Sanitation Maintenance Show, October 14-16. At Coliseum. Apply, 
Orkin Expositions Management, 19 West 44th Street, New York 26. 


Philadelphia: The Production Engineering Show, October 22-25. At Convention Hall. 
Apply, Clapp & Poliak, Inc., 341 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N.Y. 

Phoenix: Arizona State Fair, November 2-11. Information about the United Kingdom 
Exhibit should be obtained from the British Consulate General, 448 South Hill 
Street, Los Angeles, 13, California. 


GENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


e territories listed below wish to represent United Kingdom 
the goods mentioned. 

Kingdom manufacturers of the goods r to in these announcem 
ed to apply in writing for further particulars to the Export Service 
ch, Board of Trade, Room 819, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1l. 


ct 


eferred 


7 
ct 


Ss 
2 
a 


© @® 


@ 


Austria - Greasy wool, tops, cape wool and mohair: Commission agent. (Reference 
ih es rs 


British East Africa - Motor vehicle spares, especially radiators, silencers, gear 
. % 4 ; . A ° = af/ec 
box parts, ball and roller bearings: Commission agent. (Reference E.S.B. 4289/56). 


Cyprus - Domestic electrical appliances, radio receivers, travel goods, furniture: 
commission agent. (Reference E.S.B. 24630/55). 
Egypt - Radio valves: Commission agent. (Reference E.S.B. 3560/56). 
France - Small metal-working machine tools, taps and dies, micrometers. (Reference 
E.S.B. 28064/55). Fancy chocolates and Biscuits: Commission agent. (Reference 
E.S.B. 28062/55). 

India - Woollen, cotton and rayon fabrics; inexpensive rayon tie-fabrics and made-up 
ties; millinery, collars and haberdashery. A partner in the agency firm will be in 
the United Kingdom until March 20: Western India, Commission agent. (Reference 

t Qa Rn £OAG lad 

Oe De 4945/56 7 
Persia (Iran) - Spare parts for United Kingdom passenger vehicles, laminated springs, 
nuts and bolts: Commission agent. (Reference E.S.B. 2119/56). 
Persian Gulf - Domestic electrical fittings (Reference E,S.B. 4263/56). 


AQ 


r 
South Africa - Wool fabrics, printed dress materials (Reference E.S.B. 25324/55). 


Venezuela - Toys: Commission agent. (Reference E.S.B. 4387/56). 


GOLD AND DOLLAR AND E.P.U. POSITION IN FEBRUARY 


The gold and dollar reserves rose by $61 million duri the month and stood at 
$2,210 million on February 29. Defence aid, estimated at £6 million, was received 
from the United States during the month. #8 million was paid in gold or dollars 
to the European Payments Union in respect of January and $2 million was paid to the 
creditors of the Union in bilateral settlements. 

On the provisional figures for the month, the United Kingdom had a deficit of 
£8 million with the European Payments Union, which will fall to be settled in March, 


as to 75 per cent in gold or dollars and as to 25 per cent by increase of debt to 
the Union. 




















OVERSEAS TARIFF, 





CUSTOMS AND ImPORT REGULATIONS 


Unless otherwise stated, inquiries about the following notices should go 
to Export Services Branch (Tariff Section), Board of Trade, Lacon House, 
Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1., or by telephone to CHAncery 4411. The 

appropriate room and telephone extension are in some cases indicated at 

the end of a notice. 


BAHRAIN 


For the announcement of March 3 undér the heading ‘Bahrain’ the following 
should now be substituted: 

The Bahrain Government have issued an Order, which is to become operative 
immediately, announcing 'to all the merchants of our country who import goods 
from abroad that they must ask the producers of those goods to send with them 
documents or certificates confirming the origin of the goods’. It is under- 
stood that what is required is a certified invoice from the suppliers stating 
the origin of the goods. 

Inquiries should be addressed to the Commercial Relations and Exports Department, 
eeieg oem Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. (Telephone: TRAfalgar 8855, 
ext. 7658). 


BURMA 


The Government of the Union of Burma recently issued further details amplifying 
the lists of goods which could be imported under licences issued for 'Textiles' and 
‘Machinery’. (Room 607, Ext. 685). 


CEYLON 


Import Control Notice No. 2/56, issued on February 10, amends the regulations 
covering the import into Ceylon of cotton and artificial silk banians. 

An extract from ‘Ceylon Government Gazette’ No. 10,893 of February 17, announces 
that 'Milk, Preserved (including powdered milk) Skimmed', has now been placed on 
Open General. Licence. No. l. st 607, Ext. 550). 


COLOMBIA 


The Colombian Government have promulgated a decree regulating the manufacture 
and local assembly of motor vehicles. Exemption from income tax and from Customs 
duty on some imported materials is allowed to firms establishing assembly plants in 
Colombia, subject to certain conditions of which the most important is that the firm 
should use locally produced goods to the greatest extent possible. A copy of the 
Decree (No. 177 of February 1) may be seen at the Export Services Branch of the 
Board of Trade. 

Similar decrees have been promulgated regulating the local assembly of 
refrigerators; sewing machines; radio receivers, amplifiers and loudspeakers; 


coachwork for public service vehicles; bicycles; record players; ‘'juke-boxes’; 
typewriters, cash registers and calculating machines. 
COSTA RICA 


By Executive Decree No. 8 published in the Costa Rican ‘La Gaceta' of_ 
February 18, the rates of duty on imports of coffee mills, meat mincers, juice 
extractors and similar mechanical appliances and on jute thread, yarn and fabrics 
have been reduced. 


GERMANY 


The Federal Authorities in Western Germany have announced temporary reductions 
in the rates of Customs Duty, valid from January 25, to June 30, 1956, on the 
following commodities: 

Packing material made of foils, baking ovens, refrigerators, industrial sewing 

machines, boot and shoe repairing machinery, machine tools, multiple frame saws, 

woodworking machinery, lathes for wood-working, typewriters, hand-operated 
calculating machines, cash registers, punch card machines, machinery for the 
bakery and confectionery industry, butchers’ machinery, electrically operated 
tools and machine tools, electrical hair clippers, electric welding machines, 
electric bakers' ovens, permanent waver appliances, hair dryers, electric 
ironers. The reductions are in the region of 50 per cent. 

(Room 601, Ext. 681). 


INDIA 
Paper: Under Indian S.R.0. 10 (CER 8 (1)/56) dated January 7, 1956, CER 8 (8)/55 
(see "Board of Trade Journal' dated January 7, page 23) is amended so that, for the 
words and figures ‘more than 50 per cent of mechanical wood pulp’, the following shall 
be substituted: ‘Mechanical wood pulp amounting to not less than 50 per cent of the 
fibre content’. This amendment shall be deemed to have come into force on and from 
December 17, 1955. 
Motor Spirit and Vegetable Product: Under S.R.O's 128 and 139 (CER 8(2) and (3)/56) of 
January 14, the Government of India exempts certain motor spirit and vegetable 
product from Excise Duty. Full details of these exemptions are available from the 
Export Services Branch, 
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Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 


India (Continued) 





Mechanical Lighters: Under S.R.0. 386 (CER-8(4)/56) dated February 16, the 
Government of India exempts mechanical lighters from so much of the excise duty as 
is in excess of eight annas per lighter plus 75 per cent ad valorem. 





IRISH REPUBLIC 


Customs duties have been imposed in the Irish Republic on certain plastic- 
impregnated and plastic-coated textile fabric exceeding four inches in width 
excluding floor coverings imported on or after March 2, 1956. The duties are: 

Full rate, 60 per cent ad valorem; and preferential rate (U.K, and Canada), 40 per 
cent ad valorem. (Room 729, Ext. 370). 

The Government of the Irish Republic have also issued an Order, which came into 
operation on February 29, revoking the Control of Imports (Quota Nos. 26 and 27) 
Orders, 1936, and amending Quota No, 28. The following quotas for the period 
April 1, 1956 to March 31, 1957 are announced:- 

Certain brushes, brooms and mops (Quota No. 28), fifty thousand articles. 
Certain laminated springs and certain component parts of laminated springs 
Quota No. 36), a quantity equal in value to two thousand pounds (£2,000). 
Room 729, Ext. 370). 


ITALY 


Under the provisions of the Italian Decree Law No. 2 of January 1l, 1956, the 
monopoly revenue tax on cigarette lighters and spare parts has been abolished. In 
its place an annual due of 300 lire per lighter has been instituted by means of a 
stamp duty. 

From April 17, 1956, travellers to Italy will be allowed to carry with them one 
lighter duty-free, but they will be required to pay the annual due of 300 lire for 
which they will receive a duty stamp to affix to their passports. 


KENYA 
Free Trade Samples of goods, the importation of which into Kenya requires the 
authority of a Specific Import Licence, may now be imported into Kenya from all 
sources without a Specific Import Licence provided that (a) no foreign currency is 
payable for the cost, postage, freight or insurance thereof, and (b) the samples are 
of no commercial value and are accepted as such within the classification of Customs 


Tariff Item No. 177 i.e. samples and miscellaneous articles not imported as 
merchandise which in the opinion of the Commissioner have no commercial value. 


PARAGUAY 


Paraguay has devalued her currency to a rate of 60 guaranies per U.S. dollar 
for exports and essential imports and 85 for other imports (Inquiries to TRAfalgar 
8855, Ext. 2023). 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Consumer Goods Import Quota: Cabled information has been received that a supplemen- 
- tary quota of 20 per cent will be made available for 1956, making the total for the 
year the same as that for 1955, viz. 53-1/3 per cent of an importer's imports of this 
class of goods, by value, in 1948. No other changes in import quotas for 1956 are 
expected. 


Dumping Duties: Ordinary dumping duties have been imposed on United Kingdom electric 
motors coming under tariff item 119(a) and on United Kingdom high tension switchgear 
coming under the same tariff item. The latter is defined as follows: *Completely 
assembled distribution switchboards complete with circuit breakers, whether oil or 
air insulated, suitable for operation on systems having nominal voltages from 1,000 
to 11,000 volts (where the nominal voltage is the voltage between lines) together 
with auxiliary equipment such as cubicles, busbars, wiring instruments and meters 
protection equipment and potential and current transformers’. 

Inquiries should be addressed to the Commercial Relations and Exports Department, 
South Africa Section, Board of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. 
(TRAfalgar 8855). 








UNITED STATES 


The United States Tariff Commission have rejected an application under the 


‘Escape Clause’ procedure for higher tariffs on imports of dressed rabbit furs and 
skins. (Room 603, Ext. 372-3.) 




















‘ CANADA 
The following new temporary items have been added to the Canadian Customs Tariff: 
Item No. British 
and Expiry Short description Preferential | f0St-Favoured- 
Date vied ches Tariff Nation Tariff 
425d (30.6.56) | Tyres, of rubber, for the manufacture of power lawnmowers ; 10% 15% 
34ED (31.12.56)| Zinc dross and scrap.......—_.wss—Ct—t— a Free 
354d (31.12.56)| Aluminium-covered aluminium alloy wire, .25 in. diameter, 
for the manufacture of wire... sis Free 3¢ Dold. 
427n (31.12.56)| Engines and axles for the manufacture of self-propelled 
Machinery; parts thereof = : Free 7 
675a, 676 and |Certain parts for the manufacture of pianos, piano actions, 
|677 (30.6.57) | keys and strings SEI WII at aeRO caidas " 


























BOARD OF TRADE ANNOUNCEMENTS 


TEL: TRAfalgar 8855 Board of Trade, 
ixtn. 2034 Horseguards Avenue, 
Whitehall, 


London, S.W.1. 
17tn March, 1956 








| As it is impossible to publish the "Board of Trade Journs}*| 
| this week, the Board of Trade considers it important to | 
bring the following announcements to the attention of 


the business community. 





PROVISIONAL FIGURES OF UNITED KINGDOM TRADE IN FEBRUARY 

THE VALUE of United Kingdom exports recorded in February was £246.1 million. 
This was £11.9 million less than in January, which had one more working day. The 
average monthly value of exports in Jan./Feb., £252.0 million, was over 45 per cent. 
more than in the corresponding period of 1955. ‘ 

Imports amounted to £309.1 million, £57.2 million less than in January. A 
sharp fall in imports between January and February is usual, chiefly because February 
is a shorter month and in February the closure of certain Canadian and N. European 
ports by ice has its maximum effect on arrivals from those areaSe The average 
monthly value of imports for Jan. /Feb., £327.7 million, was 2 per cent. higher than 
in the corresponding period of 1955. 





Re-exports at £13.5 million were again at a high level in February. a fi 
The excess of imports, valued c.ief., over exports and re-exports, valued f.o.b., 
was £49.5 million, £24.7 million less than in January, and the lowest figure since 
May, 1 955-6 MA eee as 
sigeip i Imports | Exports | Re-exports | Excess of Imports 
} esteki £.0.D. f.0.0. over total Exports 
ua bo ~-« € million = monthly averages or calendar montis aul 
Year 1954 281.2 [e290 | 8.4 49.9 
Year 1955 32401 | 242.1 9.9 Tel 
' : | 
| 1955 1st quarter 335.1 | 24n3 | 10.6 771 
2nd " 299.8 217.0 8.2 7868 
Srq. i” 327.1 | 284 9.5 " 
4th" 234.3 | 261.0 11.2 62.1 
| 1956 January 346.3 | 257.9 | 14.2 | 74.8 
February ~ | 309.1 | 246.1 { 3.5 oa 
3 | 20.6 | 240.7 9.6 3 
1955 Jan./Feb. 320.5 ! a40- 61.9 
1956 Jan./Feb. * Ob RR A eitses 





® provisional 


United Xingdom exports to North America in February were vaiued at £29.0 million, 
£2.9 million more than in January. Exports in Jan./Feo. averaged £27.5 million a 
month, nearly 24 per cent. more than in the corresponding period of 1955. 

Exports to the United States amounted to £17.6 million in February, £1.6 million 
more than in January. For the two months, exports averaged £16.8 million a month, 
nearly 2 per cent. more than in the corresponding period of 1955. 

Exports to Canada continued seasonally low in February, though at £11.4 million 
they were £1.3 million more than in January. Exports in Jan/Feb. averaged £10.8 
million a month, 15s per cent. more than in the corresponding period of 1955. 





United Kingdom Exports to North America in February 











| | ee af Canada =—s—_—s‘|__ Total North America 
i & million - monthly averages or calendar months 
Year 1955 15.3 11.7 27.0 
1955 ist quarter 13.9 9.8 23.7 
end S 13.2 10.8 24.0 
3rd " 16.0 13.4 29.4 
| 4th " 18.0 | 13.0 30.9 
| 1956 Jan. , 16.0 10.1 26.1 
Fed. | 17.6 11.4 29.0 
| 1955 Jan./Fed. , 12.9 9.3 2245 
{| 1956 Jan./Feb. 16.8 10.8 27.5 





Note: These Trade Accounts figures differ from those for visible trade in the balance of payments, where 
imports are entered f.0.>. and insurance and freight, in so far as they are paid abroad are included 


in invisible expenditure. There are also significant differences in timing and coverage between the 
two sets of figures. 
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Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 


INDONESIA 


The Indonesian Bureau for Trade and Foreign Exchange (Biro Devisen Perdagangan) 
have made the following announcements: 


Matches may not be imported after February 14, 1956. 


Wheat Flour; The issue of import permits for wheat flour has been temporarily 
suspended from February 18, 1956. 


Tobacco: Foreign Exchange permits will not be issued for imports of tobacco after 
February 20, 1956. 


Pure Silk Weaving Yarns and Raw Silk may now be imported under Group I - 50 per cent 
additional import duty. 

Marking of imported goods: The regulation that import packages must bear the 
relative exchange permit number (see 'Board of Trade Journal’ of February 4, 1956, 
page 226) does not apply for the time being to goods imported in bulk provided that 
the permit number appears on the Bill of Lading and other documents. In the case 
of exchange permits being amended and renumbered, the original number may be used 
for marking purposes. 





ARGENTINA: A Central Bank Circular has been issued inviting meet ties ive for 
exchange permits to import newsprint from any source. (Room 729, Ext. 371). 





TRADE AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Commercial Treaty between Canada and the U,S.S,R. 


The Board of Trade have received notice of a Commercial Treaty between Canada 
and the U.S.S.R. signed in Ottawa on February 29, 1956, by which the two countries 
agree to accord each other unconditional most-favoured-nation treatment. 

The letters annexed to the Agreement provide for the purchase by the U.S.S.R. 
of between 44 and 55 million bushels of wheat in each of the three years of the 
Agreement's duration at prevailing Canadian Wheat Board prices. 

Special provision is also made for the valuation for duty of Canadian imports 
into Russia and for the valuation for duty of U.S.S.R. products imported into Canada, 
the need for which arises from the absence of a competitive domestic market in the 
U.S.S.R. 


Anglo-Brazilian Payments 

The Bank of Brazil has made a further debt release of £473,000 under the Anglo- 
Brazilian Payments Agreement. This covers all applications which were approved up 
to and including September 16, 1952. 


Anglo-Netherlands Trade Talks 

The Anglo-Netherlands Trade Talks, which began in London in November, have now 
been concluded. Agreement has been reached on the level of imports into each 
country during 1956 of particular non-liberalised goods, which are of interest to 
the exporting country. Because of the very high level of liberalisation in both the 
United Kingdom and the Netherlands, the sector of trade covered is small and the 
arrangements now made are on the same lines as those agreed for 1955. 


Portugal and the Netherlands 
he 





‘Trade Agreement between Portugal and The Netherlands, signed on January 12, 
1953, has been further extended for one year to June 30, 1956. 


PURCHASE TAX ON GARMENTS AND HEADGEAR MATCHING SETS 


The Commissioners of Customs and Excise have reviewed the liability to Purchase 
Tax of ‘Matching sets’ which consist of a coat and hat made of the same body material 
and which are invoiced and sold as one entity at an inclusive price. It has been 
decided to regard such matching sets as complete garments chargeable under Group 1 
of the Tax Schedule. Where the coat is exempt as a young child's garment, the 
complete article will be exempt. 

Matching hats sold separately remain chargeable at the rate of 10 per cent. 
under Group 2 of the Tax Schedule. 


THE GORDON HOTELS LIMITED 


The Board of Trade, on the application made by members of the Company pursuant 
to section 164 (1) of the Companies Act, 1948, have appointed Mr. Melford Stevenson, 
Q.C., of 3, Hare Court, Temple, London, E.C.4., and Mr. D. V. House, Chartered 
Accountant of Dashwood House, 69, Old Broad Street, London, E.C.2., as inspectors to 
investigate the affairs of The Gordon Hotels Limited with special reference to the 
sale of the Hotel Bristol, Beaulieu-sur-Mer, by the Company's subsidiary, Hotel 
Bristol (Beaulieu) Limited. 


Additional copies of this circular may be obtained from Room 2407, the Board 
of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, Whitehall, London, S.W.1. 
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As it is impossible to publish the "Board of Trade Journal" 


@ 


| 
| this week, the Board of Trade considers it important to | 
bring the following announcements to the attention of | 


the business community. 





PROVISIONAL FIGURES OF UNITED KINGDOM TRADE IN FEBRUARY 

THE VALUE of United Kingdom exports recorded in February was £246.1 million. 
This was £11.9 million less than in January, which had one more working day. The 
average monthly value of exports in Jan./Feb., £252.0 million, was over 4% per cent. 
more than in the corresponding period of 1955. : 

Imports amounted to £309.1 million, £37.2 million less than in January. A 
sharp fall in imports between January and February is usual, chiefly because February 
is a shorter month and in February the closure of certain Canadian and N, European 
ports py ice has its maximum effect on arrivals from those areas. The average 
monthly value of imports for Jan./Feb., £327.7 million, was 2 per cent. higher than 
in the corresponding period of 1955. 











Re-exports at £13.5 million were again at a high level in February. : 
The excess of imports, valued c.i.f., over exports and re-exports, valued f.o.b., 
was £49.5 million, £24.7 million less than in January, and the lowest figure since 
May, 1955. Ste es 
a j Imports | Exports | Re~exports Excess of Imports 
es ief. £.0.D. f.0. Dd. over total Exports __ 
eae ~ & million = monthly averages or calendar months <3 
‘Yea "1954 shale Bate | 222.9 8.4 i 49.9 
| ear 1954 281.2 | 222.9 “4 
| Year 1955 324.1 Be See 9.9 | Tet 
t | 
} 1955 1st quarter 335.1 | 247.3 | 10.6 | 7764 
2nd " 299.8 i 2147.0 | 8.2 i 74.6 
3rd i * 327.1 a Ya 9.5 74.3 
4th " 334.3 261.0 11.2 62.1 
5 25 } 14.2 74.2 
1956 January } 346.3 257.9 2 
February * 309.1 | 246.1 13.5 | 49.5 
20.6 9.6 | 70.1 
95 an. /Feb. | 320.5 240.7 9.6 
conn mente ie Cee ae 252.0 Rue AMEE EE RI 


® provisional 


United Kingdom Exports to North America in February 


United Kingdom exports to North America in February were vaiued at £29.0 million, 
£2.9 million more than in January. Exports in Jan./Feo. averaged £27.5 million a 
month, nearly 24 per cent. more than in the corresponding period of 1955. 

Exports to the United States amounted to £17.6 million in February, £1.6 million 
more than in January. For the two months, exports averaged £16.8 million a month, 
nearly SO per cent. more than in the corresponding period of 1955. 

Exports to Canada continued seasonally low in February, though at £11.4 million 
they were £1.3 million more than in January. Exports in Jan./Feb. averaged £10.8 
million a month, 155 per cent. more than in the corresponding period of 1955. 


i 








| er j UeSedke | Canada | Total North America 

i & million ~ monthly averages or calendar months 

| Year 1954 12.4 11.0 } 23.4 

Year 1955 15.3 11,7 27.0 

| 1955 ist quarter 13.9 9.8 23.7 
end ® 13.2 10.8 24.0 

3ra tt | 16.0 13.4 29.4 

| 4th " | 18.0 13.0 30.9 

| 1986 Jan. y 16.0 10.1 26.1 

Feb. 17.6 11.4 29.0 

| 1955 Jan./Fed. , 12.9 9.3 22.5 

| 1956 Jan./Feb. } 16.8 } 10. i 27.5 





~ ® provisional — 


Note: These Trade Accounts figures differ from those for visible trade in the balance of payments, where 
imports are entered f.0.b. and insurance and freight, in so far as they are paid abroad are included 
in invisible expenditure. There are also significant differences in timing and coverage between the 
two sets of figures. 























Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 


INDONESIA 
The Indonesian Bureau for Trade and Foreign Exchange (Biro Devisen Perdagangan) 
have made the following announcements: 


Matches may not be imported after February 14, 1956. 


Wheat Flour: The issue of import permits for wheat flour has been temporarily 
suspended from February 18, 1956. 


Tobacco: Foreign Exchange permits will not be issued for imports of tobacco after 
February 20, 1956. 


Pure Silk Weaving Yarns and Raw Silk may now be imported under Group I - 50 per cent 
additional import duty. 

Marking of imported goods: The regulation that import packages must bear the . 
relative exchange permit number (see 'Board of Trade Journal’ of February 4, 1956, 
page 226) does not apply for the time being to goods imported in bulk provided that 
the permit number appears on the Bill of Lading and other documents. In the case 
of exchange permits being amended and renumbered, the original number may be used 
for marking purposes. 


ARGENTINA: A Central Bank Circular has been issued inviting applications for 
exchange permits to import newsprint from any source. (Room 729, Ext. 371). 





TRADE AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 


Commercial Treaty between Canada and the U,S.S,R. 

The Board of Trade have received notice of a Commercial Treaty between Canada 
and the U.S.S.R. signed in Ottawa on February 29, 1956, by which the two countries 
agree to accord each other unconditional most-favoured-nation treatment. 

The letters annexed to the Agreement provide for the purchase by the U.S.S.R. 
of between 44 and 55 million bushels of wheat in each of the three years of the 
Agreement's duration at prevailing Canadian Wheat Board prices. 

Special provision is also made for the valuation for duty of Canadian imports 
into Russia and for the valuation for duty of U.S.S.R. products imported into Canada, 
the need for which arises from the absence of a competitive domestic market in the 
U.S.S.R. 


Anglo-Brazilian Payments 

The Bank of Brazil has made a further debt release of £473,000 under the Anglo- 
Brazilian Payments Agreement. This covers all applications which were approved up 
to and including September 16, 1952. 


Anglo-Netherlands Trade Talks 

The Anglo-Netherlands Trade Talks, which began in London in November, have now 
been concluded. Agreement has been reached on the level of imports into each 
country during 1956 of particular non-liberalised goods, which are of interest to 
the exporting country. Because of the very high level of liberalisation in both the 
United Kingdom and the Netherlands, the sector of trade covered is small and the 
arrangements now made are on the same lines as those agreed for 1955. 


Portugal and the Netherlands 
he Trade Agreement between Portugal and The Netherlands, signed on January 12, 
1953, has been further extended for one year to June 30, 1956. 














PURCHASE TAX ON GARMENTS AND HEADGEAR MATCHING SETS 


The Commissioners of Customs and Excise have reviewed the liability to Purchase 
Tax of ‘Matching sets' which consist of a coat and hat made of the same body material 
and which are invoiced and sold as one entity at an inclusive price. It has been 
decided to regard such matching sets as complete garments chargeable under Group 1 
of the Tax Schedule. Where the coat is exempt as a young child's garment, the 
complete article will be exempt. 

Matching hats sold separately remain chargeable at the rate of 10 per cent. 
under Group 2 of the Tax Schedule. 


THE GORDON HOTELS LIMITED 


The Board of Trade, on the application made by members of the Company pursuant 
to section 164 (1) of the Companies Act, 1948, have appointed Mr. Melford Stevenson, 
Q.C., of 3S, Hare Court, Temple, London, E.C.4., and Mr. D. V. House, Chartered 
Accountant of Dashwood House, 69, Old Broad Street, London, E.C.2., as inspectors to 
investigate the affairs of The Gordon Hotels Limited with special reference to the 
sale of the Hotel Bristol, Beaulieu-sur-Mer, by the Company's subsidiary, Hotel 
Bristol (Beaulieu) Limited. 


Additional copies of this circular may be obtained from Room 2407, the Board 


of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, Whitehall, London, S.W.1. 
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MOVEMENTS OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN FEBRUARY 


The basic materials index declined by 0.1 per cent. between January and 
February. This slight decrease was eaialy due to lower prices for raw rubber 
(down 11.2 per cent.), raw wool (down 1.2 per cent.) and hides and skins (down 
1.7 per cent.) which, together, slightly outweighed the effect on the index of 
higher prices for raw cotton (up 4.2 per cent.), copper (up 2.3 per cent.) and 
raw jute (up 10.1 per cent.) 

The index for raw materials used in the mechanical engineering industries fell 
by 0..2 per cent., mainly on account of a 2 per cent. fall in the price in brass 
ingots, but the electrical machinery materials index, due to the heavy weight of 
copper items included in it, rose slightly - by 0.1 per cent. Prices of materials 
used in the textile industries moved more significantly, the index rising by 
1.1 per cent. chiefly on account of higher cotton prices. Both the indices for 
building materials also rose, though by only 0.1 per cent. 

ng the indices for the output of broad sectors of industry, in Table 2, 
that for all manufactured products, other than fuel, food and tobacco, continued 
its upward movement with an increase of 0.2 per cent. in February. 




















Table 1. PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF MATERIALS Table 2. PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF THE OUTPUT 
USED IN BROAD SECTORS OF INDUSTRY OF BROAD SECTORS OF INDUSTRY 
June 30, 1949 = 100 June 30, 1949 = 100 
1956 1956 
Jan. Fed. Jan. Feb. 

Basic materials (excluding fiel) All manufactured products 
used in non-food manufacturing other than fuel, food and 
industry 154.7 154.6* tobacco 132.9% 133.2% 
Fuel used in manufacturing Chemical and allied 
industry 156.6* 156.6% products 136.6 137.0% 
Materials used in mechanical Iron and steel 153.3 153, 3% 
engineering industries 176.0 175.6% 

Products of dDlast furnaces 
Materials used in the electrical and iron and steel melting 
machinery industry 196.0 196.2 and rolling 157.0 157.0% 
Materials used in the textile : Textile products other than 
industry 134.7* 136.2* clothing 124.2 124. 6* 
Building and civil engineering Clothing and footwear 114.4% 114, 5* 
materials 141.1 141.2. 

Products of the food 
House building materials 140.9 141.1% manufacturing industries 144.4% 144.5% 

Paper products 145.2 145.54 











* Provisional figure 


Note: On account of printing difficulties, Table 3(a) and 3(b) do not appear this month. Figures for the 
indices which normally appear in these tables are available on request. Telephone enquiries should 
be made to TRAfalgar 8855, Ext. 2878, 








BRITISH FILMS QUOTA RETURNS 1954/55 


The Board of Trade have now examined the returns for the 1954/55 quota year, 
which exhibitors are required to make under the Cinematograph Films Acts. 

The Acts provide that emma. og theatres must show prescribed proportions 
of British films. For the year ended September 30, 1955, the standard quotas were 
20% for films shown as first features and :25% for films (second features and short 
films) in the "supporting programme". Of the 4161 theatres covered by the 
examination, 1453 theatres who satisfied the conditions of the 1948 Act regarding 
quota relief, had quotas prescribed erg pe 10% to :274% instead of the 
‘standard first feature quota of 2%; and 606 of these, playing double-feature 
programmes, had quotas prescribed ranging from 10% to 20% for supporting programme 
films. After allowing for these quota reliefs, the average prescribed quotas for 
the 4161 theatres were 25.3% for first feature and 23.8% for supporting programme. 

The following points of interest emerge from analysis of the returns:- 

1. The average proportion of British first feature films exhibited in Great 
Britain remained the same as last year at 29.4% while, for wappes tthe 
programme films the average increased from 28% last year to 31. 2% 

2 Of the 4161 theatres, 529 (12.7%) failed to achieve the prescribed quota for 
first features, compared with a total of 734 out of 4210 (17.5%) in the 
1953/54 quota period. Of these 529, the majority failed to achieve their 
prescribed quota by a narrow margin only. 642 exhibitors failed to 
achieve their prescribed quota for supporting programme films, as compared 
with 1,116 exhibitors in the previous quota year. 

Se The average quotas achieved for the year as a whole by the major circuits 
which are not eligible for quota relief were 23% for the Odeon and Gaumont- 
British and 32% for Associated British Cinemas in respect of first feature 
films. The figures for supporting programme were 35% and 34% respectively. 


: 
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FORTHCOMING GOVERNMENT AUCTION SALES 


The Ministry of Supply draw special attention to the following among the auction 
sales already announced. Catalogues which admit two persons on view days and one 
person on sale days can be obtained from the auctioneers (approximately fourteen days 
prior to the date of sale) price sixpence (postal orders only. 











1956 Stores Main Location Auctioneers 
March 20 Machine tools and Me0.S. Sud—Depot, Lily Lane, Je He Norris and Son, 
miscellaneous stores Byley, Nr. Middlewich, Cheshire. 9, Albert Square, 
(Sale at New Islington Public Manchester, 2. 
Hall, Ancoats, Manchester. ) (Tel. Blackfriars 8373). 
March 27-29 Vehicles M.0.S. Storage Depot, Ruddington, Walker, Walton & Hanson, 
Notts. Byard Lane, 


. Bridlesmith Gate, 
Nottingham (Tel. 47271). 


April 13 Miscellaneous stores Returned Stores Depot, J. He Palmer & Sons, 
Highbridge, Somerset, (Sale at s5canx Chambers, 
Railway Hotel, Highbridge.) Burnham—on-Sea, 
Somerse te (Tel. 2326). 
April 20 Machine tools and M.0.S. Storage Depot, Russell, Baldwin and Bright Ltd., 
miscellaneous stores Rotherwas, Hereford 20 King Street, 
Hereford. (Tel. 4366) . 
April 24-25 Vehicles, machine M.0.S. Storage Depot, Fuller Horsey Sons and Cassell, 
tools and Royal Arsenal, 10, Lloyd's Avenue, 
miscellaneous stores Woolwich, London, E.C.3.. (Tel. ROYal 4861). 


London, S.E.18. 





On April 17 there will be a sale of vehicles stored at 62B Vehicle Depot, 
R.A.O.C., Eglinton Park, Irvine, Ayrshire. The sale will be held at Central Halls, 
25 Bath St., Glasgow. Auctioneers: Dixon and Wallace, Bank Buildings, Graham 
Square, Glasgow E.1 (telephone Bridgeton 2447), and Thomas Donald & Sons Ltd., West 
Langlands St., Kilmarnock (Tel. 2225). 





WOOL STOCKPILE: TURNOVER SALES AND PURCHASES 


In view of the statement in paragraph 125 of the Defence White Paper that the 
Government had decided to make a start on running down to some extent the strategic 
holdings of industrial raw materials, the Board of Trade announce that, pending 
decisions on which stockpiles should be run down and on the extent and period of 
disposal, it is not intended to make any further purchases of wool this season to 
replace sales made in the course of the normal turnover operations. 

The programme of turnover sales up to March 31, 1956 will be completed by the 
offerings at the current London wool sales. The turnover programme for the follow- 
ing year ending March 31, 1957 is for the sale of approximately 50,000 bales. These 
sales are carried out on behalf of the Board of Trade by the British Wool Federation. 
wote: in Fara. 125 of the Defence White Paper it was said, "The strategic holdings 
of industrial raw materials are large and, in the light of the new priorities, can 
be run down to some extent without risk. The Government have decided to make a 
start on this in 1956-57, which will lead to a continuing saving in the heavy cost 
of turnover. Care will be taken to avoid disrupting markets; where substantial 
quantities of any commodity are involved, the arrangements will be discussed with 
the appropriate interests." 


APPLICATION FOR REDUCTION IN IMPORT DUTY ON MADDER ROOT 


The Board of Trade are considering an application for a reduction in the import 
duty on maider root. 

Any representations which interested parties may wish to make in connection with 
this application should be addressed in writing not later than March 28 to the Board 
of Trade, Tariff Division, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.l. 


IMPORT DUTY ON RICE FOR MILLING 


The Board of Trade give notice that they are considering an application for the 
exemption from duty of the following grades of rice; Rice in the husk; rice, 
husked, including brown rice, cargo rice and loonzain, but not including rice which 
has been further processed after husking. 

Any representations which interested parties may wish to make in connection with 
this application should be addressed in writing not later than April 23, 1956 to the 
Board of Trade, Tariff Division, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. 


APPLICATION FOR PROTECTIVE DUTY FOR SPONGE IRON POWDER 


The Board of Trade are considering an application for protective import duty on 
"sponge iron powder containing not less than 94 per cent by weight of total iron, 
and not more than 0.2 per cent by weight of total carbon, of which not less than 
98 per cent passes a B.S.410: 1943 sieve No.85'. 

Any representations which interested parties may wish to make concerning this 
application should be addressed to the Board of Trade, Tariff Division, Horse Guards 
Avenue, Whitehall, London, S,W.1 not later than April 7, 1956. 








AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 





Agents in the territories listed below wish to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of the goods mentioned. 
Firms interested are invited to apply in writing for further particulars to the 


Board of Trade, Export Services Branch, Room 819, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, 
London, W.C.1. 


Canada - Worsted piece goods: Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. (Reference 
E.S.B. 1928/56). 


Egypt - Fire bricks and fireclay: Commission Agent. (Reference E.S.8. 25857/55), 
Woollen and worsted materials of all descriptions and weights in the piece and in 
cut lengths; Cotton, silk, linen and synthetic materials and furnishing fabrics; 
Raw wool, wool tops, wool and wool mixture yarns for weaving and knitting; Laces, 
embroideries and ribbons;” Tailors’ and dressmakers' requisites including hair 
cloth, canvas, linings, threads, buttons and needles; Woven and printed labels; 
Women's woollen knitted outerwear and nylon stockings (Commission agent: 
Reference E.S.B. 1546/56). 





Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland - Women's morning and afternoon dresses of 
cotton and nylon (Commission agent: Reference E.S.8. 4876/56). 
Germany - Women's knitted outerwear: Ruhr Area (Commission agent: Reference 


E.5.B. 5306/56). 


Italy - Zlectric winches and anchor capstans, steering gear, marine and industrial 
diesel engines (Reference E.S.B. 5198/56). 


Salvador - Artists’ paints and colours; Domestic electrical appliances, especially 
kettles, coffee-pots and toasters (Commission agent: Reference E.S.B. 5080/56). 


South Africa - Gas stoves, four-ring with oven and griller (Commission agent: 


Reference E.S.B. 5742/56); Woollen and worsted piece goods (Commission agent: 
Refexence E.S.B, 5725/56). 





Venezuela - Spiral type steel nails for concrete (sample available); Electric 
Household appliances, especially maize-grinders and floor-polishers; Kitchenware, 
especially wire food covers, whisks and beaters, can and bottle-openers, strainers, 

_trayc, glass measures and corkscrews; Plastic tableware; Chinaware and sanitary 
earthenware, especially tiles; Soft and hard haberdashery, pins and safety pins; 


Children's rubber goods, especially teats; Fireworks; Transparent cellulose tape 
for packaging (Reference E.S.B. 4646/56) 


OVERSEAS TARIFF, CUSTOMS AND IMPORT REGULATIONS 





Unless otherwise stated, inquiries about the following notices should go 
to Export Services Branch (Tariff Section), Board of Trade, Lacon House, 
Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1., or by telephone to CHAncery 4411. The 


appropriate room and telephone extension are in some cases indicated at 
the end of a notice. 


BURMA 
The Government of the Union of Burma recently issued notices about import 


licences for ‘Household Goods’ and ‘Umbrella Handles and Sticks made of Wood or 
Bamboo’. (Room 607, Ext. 685). 


"MADE IN CANADA' RULINGS 


The following rulings have been made recently for Canadian Customs purposes: 
Of ‘a class or kind not made in Canada’: 


Backfill tampers or rammers 

Ammonium Iodide 

Cresol, B.P. and U.S.P. 

Cresol, Meta 

Cresol, Para 

Iodoform B.P. and U.S.P. Grades (Ruling effective March 13) 


Of 'a kind made in Canada’: 
Zine Dibutyl Ditniocarbamate (Ruling effective March 19). 


This information is contained in Canadian Open tert of National Revenue 
memoranda Series D No.51 M.C.R.233 and M.C.R.92 (end Revision) Supplements Nos. 6 
and 7. 


COLOMBIA 


The Board of Trade have been informed by the Colombian Consulate General in 
London that as from January 1 the Colombian Office of Exchange Registration has been 
issuing a new type of import licence. 

In future United Kingdom exporters to Colombia will receive from their Colombian 
customers an original import licence, deep cream in colour, together with a copy on 
white paper. Both copies of the licence must be presented to the Colombian Consul 
when the shipping documents, etc. are presented for legalisation. The original 


of the licence will accompany the documents covering the shipment and the copy will 
be retained by the Consul. 
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Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 


EGYPT 


The Egyptian Minister of Finance announced last week the following new import 
licensing regulations: 

1, The issue of import licences would be temporarily stopped for cars, 
wireless sets, refrigerators, washing machines, cooking stoves and heaters. 

No restrictions would be placed upon imports required for the security of 
Egypt, direct purchases by the Government, To wheat), on imports not entailing 
transfer of currency by foreign companies having investments in Egypt, (e.g. 
certain oil companies), or on equipment and products imported under American 
Economic Aid Schemes. 

3. For other goods, import licences would be issued on the basis of forty per 
cent of the “thie, value of the commodities imported by each importer in the years 
1954 and 1955. ach application must be supported by a declaration endorsed by a 
chartered accountant showing various commodities imported by the applicant and 
giving the imports from each country separately. Licences would be made valid for 
more than one country if the method of payment for those countries is identical. 

4, The intention is to issue licences on the basis of six monthly estimates. 
The commodities which will be allowed to be imported in the second half of this year 
will be defined in July of this year. 

The Egyptian Ministry of Finance and Economy have made an Order (No. 16 of 
1956), effective from February 15, 1956, exempting from the 7 per cent ad. valorem 
tax imposed under Law No.418 of 1955, all packings containing goods which are 





exempted from the tax in question. These goods were listed in the ‘Board of Trade 
Journal’ of December 3, 1955, page 1223, 
GERMANY 


The Federal Authorities in Western Germany have introduced, with effect from 
Jan, 1, 1956, a number of amendments to chapters 26 lores, sl and ash), 
27 (Mineral fuel, etc.) and 73 (Iron and Steel) of the German Customs Tariff as a 
result of the establishment of a Common Market by the European Coal and Steel 
Community. The amendments mainly concern the general notes to the Iron and Steel 
Chapter whereby some definitions of types of iron and steel were altered and the 
validity of some reduced rates of duty was extended. The text and breakdown of 
some tariff headings has been amended. Room 601, Ext. 681). 


INDIA 


The main Tariff changes announced in the Indian Finance Bill, 1956, which was 
introduced on February 29, are as follows: 


Import Duties Import duties have been increased on liquid gold for glass-making 
from 317 per cent to 625 per cent ad val; flash lights and cases from 39-3/8 per 
cent to SO per cent; spectacles complete 20 per cent to 50 per cent. Counter- 
vailing import duties on vegetable and mineral oils, cotton cloth etc., have been 
increased correspondingly with new or increased excise duties (see below). 

Excise Duties Duties on all varieties of cotton cloth except coarse dhoties and 
sarees nave been increased by 6 pies per square yard. New Excise duties have been 
levied as follows:- 4 annas per gallon on high speed diesel and vapourising oil; 
Rs.30 and Rs.15 per ton respectively on other diesel oils and furnace oil; half 
anna per pound on non-essential vegetable oils. Minor modifications of duties 
have also been made on paper-board, soap, art-silk, kerosene and motor spirit. 
(Room 601, Ext. 681). 





IRISH REPUBLIC 


Customs duties have been imposed in the Irish Republic on pieces or lengths of 
knitted fabric (other than fabric made wholly or mainly of wool) which have been 
subjected to me or more of the processes of frilling, hemming, stitching or sewing, 
including curtains made of such knitted fabric imported on or after March 9, 1956. 
The duties are: Full rate 374 per cent ad valorem; and preferential rate (U.K. and 
Canada), 25 per cent ad valorem. (Room 729, Ext. 370). 


MEXICO 


Goods for Free Customs Zones: The Mexican ‘Diario Oficial’ of February 27 
gave a full list of those goods which are subject to the payment of Customs duties 
on entering the Free Customs Zones of Lower California and part of the State of 
Sonora. he reason for the re-issue of this list (see ‘Board of Trade Journal’ of 
October 23, 1954, page 889), is to relate it to the headings in the new Import 
Tariff. There are two additions to the previous list - common and slaked lime and 
paints prepared with solvents or a water base - and linings of all kinds for motor 
vehicle brakes have been removed. 


Import Licensing: From February 25, oxide- of iron (Tariff No. 512.01.03) and 
dencoett erase artificial yarns (640.04.04) are subject to import licensing. 











Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 





NEW ZEALAND 


Tariff to be Completely reviewed: According to telegrams from Wellington, the 
New Zealand Government announced on warch 9 that there is to be an early and com- 
plete examination of the Customs Tariff with a view to modernising its classifica- 
tions and nomenclature. Rates of duty will also be examined. 

It is the Government's policy to remove import licensing control when the new 
tariff is implemented. 

The full text of the telegraphic information may be inspected in Room 60l, 
Lacon House, (Extension 681). Further details are expected shortly and another 
announcement will then be made. 





UNITED STATES 


The United States Tariff Commission have ordered an investigation under the 
‘Escape Clause’ procedure into imports of cotton pillowcases, dutiable under 
paragraph 911(b) of the Tariff Act of 19%. A Public Hearing will begin on 
September ll, 1956. Further details may be had from Comnercial Relations and 
Exports Department, Board of Trade, Room 4174, Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1. 
(Tel.: Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2707). 


The Committee for Reciprocity Information has announced that a public hearing 
will open on April 2 to obtain the views of interested persons as to whether action 
should be taken to increase the ad valorem part of the import duty applicable to 
— dutiable under paragraphs 1108 and 1109 (a) of the United States 

ariff Act. 

The present rates of duty on these fabrics were reduced in 1947 as a result of 
G.A.T.T. negotiations at Geneva. The United States, however, reserved the right 
to increase the ad valorem part of the duty on any such fabrics entered in any 
calendar year in excess of an aggregate quantity by weight of 5 per cent of the 
average annual production of similar fabrics in the U.S. during the three immediately 
preceding calendar years. The Textile Workers Union last December requested that 
this proviso be implemented. 

Applications for oral presentation of views should be submitted to the Committee 
by 12 noon, March 19, by which time also written statements of persons desiring to 
be heard should be submitted. Full details are available from Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department, Board of Trade, Room 4174, Horse Guards Avenue, London, 

S.W. 1. (Tel.: Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2707.) 


AUSTRALIA 


The Australian Minister for Trade has referred to the Tariff Boaid the question: 
whet rates of duty should be imposed on (1) paper felt and carpet felt paper 
classifiable under tariff item 334(T); ii) buckles, clasps and slides for hats, 
shoes and other attire, classifiable under item 106(E). 

Trade Associations intending to submit evidence should so advise the Board of 
Trade, Commercial Relations and Exports Dept., Horse Guards Avenue, London, S.W.1, 


before April 7, 1956. Further information on these subjects may be obtained from 
the above address, telephone, TRAfalgar 8855, Ext. 2612. 
BRAZIL 


New regulations are announced in Brazil for imports of vehicles, chassis, com- 
ponents and spares (TRAfalgar 8855, Extension 2019). 





UNITED KINGDOM COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATIVES OVERSEAS 


Fiji: The functions of the U.K. Trade Correspondent have been transferred from the 
omptroller of Customs to the Commerce and Industries Officer, The Secretariat, Suva. 


AUSTRO-BULGARIAN TRADE AGREEMENT 


A Trade Agreement between Austria and Bulgaria, valid for the calendar year 
1956, was signed in Vienna on December 22nd 1955, The volume of trade envisaged 
is some 15 million accounting dollars. Full details are available at Board of 
Trade, a House (Room 601), Theobalds Road, London, W.C.2. (Chancery 4411, 
Ext. 681). 


SALE OF SOFTWOOD FROM STOCKPILE 


In view of the statement in paragraph 125 of the Defence White Paper that the 
Government have decided to start reducing the strategic holdings of industrial raw 
materials, the Board of Trade announce that they intend to sell 150,000 standards 
of softwood before the end of 1956, 


of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, Whitehall, London, 5.W.1. 





Additional copies of this circular may be obtained from Room 2407, the Board 
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BOARD OF TRADE ANNOUNCEMENTS 





TEL: TRAfelgar 8850 ceponemebae anes 
xtn. 
Whitehall, 


London, S.W.1. 
24th March, 1956 





As it is impossible to publish the Board of Trade Journal 
this week, the Board of Trade considers it important to 


bring the following announcements to the attention of 





the business community. 








LOWER IMPORTS IN FEBRUARY AND REDUCTION IN VISIBLE TRADE DEFICIT 


The United Kingdom visible trade deficit fell to £49.5 million in February, 
nearly a third lower than the level at which it had been running in the three 
preceding months. While United Kingdom exports, at £246.1 million, were nearly 
£12 million lower than in January (which had one more working day), imports fell by 
over £37 million to £309.1 million. 

A sharp fall in imports (and a relatively low visible trade deficit) is usual 
in February both because of the shorter month and because of the effect of other 
seasonal factors, notably a reduction in arrivals of timber, pulp and paper due to 
the closure of certain Baltic ports by ice and lower imports of wool and meat from 
Australia and New Zealand. Both the import and export figures for February this 

ear were nie | closely in line with experience over a number of earlier years. 
he average fall in imports between senuety and February in the years 1951/55 was 
£44 million; taking account of the extra Leap Year day, this year's fall of 
£37 million was not markedly different. Imports from countries with ports on the 
Baltic, which has had severe weather this winter ba et free EST wih} ion in Jqnuery 
fe) million in February, and imports 
eae oa” UNITED _ KINGDOM TRADE of raw wool and of meat from Australia 













































































| United | Bycess of and New Zealand were £63 million and 
(net) oores ora over £35 million lower respectively. 
| (feed. )| Total In the first two months of 1956 
___| Exports | the value of imports was 2 per cent 
& million = monthly averages higher than in the same period a year 
! s 
AZO. The overall level of import 
ee. Year Bow si ’ = prices was practically unchanged between 
1955 Year | 324 | 242 10 72 | ‘the two periods, Imports of food, 
ist quarter, 335 ro ii 77 | beverages and tobacco were 7 per cent 
— Son a pu . ka lower, with big falls in arrivals of tea 
4th quarter 334 261 11 62 and cocoa (both in quantity and price), 
| cereals, and feeding stuffs, only 
1956 Jan.-Feb. 328 | 252 14 62 | partly offset by higher bepress of dairy 
Bs produce, fruits and vegetables, sugar 
UNITED KINGDOM EXPORTS IMPORTS 
[1954 | 1955 | 196 | | 1964 1955 ~ 1956 — 
Year |Jan.-Sept./4th Qtr.| Jan-Fed.| | | Year|Jan.-Sept./4th Qtr. Jan-Feb. | 
& million — monthly averages 1 | & million - monthly averages 
Food, beverages | Food, beverages | 
and tobacco | 13.2) 13.7 16.2 13.6 and tobacco 1110.5 119.1 123. 121.5 
Basic materials 8.4 9.2 9.5 9.5 } 
Mineral fuels and asic materials 85.4 93.4 95. 91.6 | 
yluor icants 12.7| 11.4 12.9 13.0 
anufactured goods: Mineral fuels 
ater aed 26.2; 51.6 57-4 | S501 | | and luvricants | 27.4 33.9 35.0 35.2 | 
| | < 
products (2) 84.5, 91.2 99.4 | 100.4 | |enutactured 
“eine. | | goods 56.6] Bel 70.8 77.7 | 
clothing (3) 27.0; 259 25.9 | 24.5 | | a 
Other manufac~ i 
tured goods 41.2) 45.7 50.3 | 47.4 | |Total + 281.2) 320.7 334.3 327.6 | 
Total United | * Including Postal Packages and Live Animals 
Kingdom Exports (4) 222.9 235.8 261.0 | 252.0 | of a kind not normally used for food 
_ , : These Trade Accounts figures differ from those 
1) Export List Divisions D 12, 13 and 14 
2) Export List Divisions D 15, 16, 17, 18 19 end 22, {OP visible trade in the Delance of payments, where 
3) Export List Divisions D 6, 7, 8 and mports are eueeree ‘=. and insurance and freight, 
4) Including Postal Packages and Live Animals of a in so far as they are paid abroad, are included in 


invisible expenditure. There are also significant 
differences in timing and coverage between the two 
sets of figures. 


Kind not normally used for food 
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and tobacco. Coal and petroleum imports were 18 per cent higher. Imports of 
industrial materials and manufactured goods together were 6% per cent higher; the 
biggest increases were in steel, rubber, metal ores and scrap, machinery and other 
finished manufactures, but imports of timber and textile materials were lower. 

There has been little apparent oT in the rate of exports during the last 
four months, when allowance is made for differences in the number of working days in 
the various months, In January and February together the value of exports was 
45 per cent more than in the same period of 1955. As shipments in the early months 
of 1955 included some carry-over from the October 1954 dock strike, the underlying 
increase may have been rather more. Export prices rose by 4 per cent between the 
two periods, however, and in terms of volume the increase was not substantial. 
Engineering products have continued to form a growing proportion of the total of 
exports, being 9 per cent up on January/February 1955, despite a decline in motor 
car exports; aircraft, commercial vehicles, electrical machinery and textile 
machinery have shown es Iai increases. Textile exports were down by iid er cent 
on @ year ago, but exports of petroleum products, which were lower in 1955, have 
picked up in the first two months of 1956. 

Re-exports were again at a high level in February at £13.5 million, and in 
January/February together were over £4 million a month more than a year ago. The 
revival from the middle of 1955 of re-export trade in rubber with the Soviet Union 
is overwhelmingly the most important factor in this increase. Re-exports of copper 
and cotton have also increased, but there has been a decline in the value of trade 
in tea, wool and skins. 

The sharp decline in non-sterling imports in February (to £186 million, from 
£209 million in January) was concentrated on arrivals from 0.E.8.C. and ‘other non- 
sterling’ countries; imports from the dollar area were unchanged from January. 
Total exports (including re-exports) to the non-sterling world, on the other hand, 
were only marginally lower than in January, with buoyant sales to the dollar area. 
The visible trade deficit with non-sterling countries, at £46 million in February, 
was about one-third lower than in the previous month. Trade with the sterling area 
in February was considerably below the January level; the decline in imports was 
largely seasonal, while four-fifths of the fall in exports between the two months 
was in shipments to the ge area. The visible trade deficit with the sterling 
area, however, was reduced to £5 million in February. 


IMPORT AND EXPORT PRICES IN FEBRUARY 


The export price index rose by one point in February to 105 (average for 1954 = 
100) but import prices were unchanged at 105, with the result that the terms of 
trade improved by one point to 100. 

The rise in the export index was attributable to a two-point rise from 98 to 
100 in the index for textiles, which thus returned to the level of the third quarter 
of last year, and a one-point rise, to 105, in the index for the miscellaneous 
manufactured goods category. The index for metals, comprising the divisions of the 
Trade and Navigation Accounts relating to iron and steel, non-ferrous metals and 
Class D, Division 14 (manufactures of metals) remained unchanged, while the index 
for engineering products fell by one point to 104 from the figure of 105 which had 
acm dy in the three previous months following the rise from 101 in May to 105 in 

ovember last year. 

Among imports the index for food, beverages and tobacco was, at 100, one point 
lower than in January, the basic materials index was unchanged at 105, while the 
index for fuels rose by two points to 107, and that for manufactured goods by one 
point to 115. 

These index numbers are calculated, as described in the ‘Board of Trade Journal’ 
for March 26, 1955, page 658, from the average values of a selection of the 
commodities shown in the monthly Trade and Navigation Accounts. 

Figures for earlier periods were published in the ‘Board of Trade Journal' on 
January 28th. 








TRANSIT AUTHORISATION CERTIFICATES FOR STRATEGIC GOODS 


The Board of Trade announced on March 20 that the arrangements concerning 
control, under transit authorisation certificates, of the transit of strategic goods 
to the Soviet bloc, China, Tibet, Korea and North Viet Nam are now gpereses by the 
following additional countries: Belgian Congo, Bolivia, Peru, the Philippines, and 
Ruanda Urundi. 

This system was already operated by Australia, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, 
France, fi fot ga Algeria, French Protectorates of Morocco and Tunisia, Gibraltar, 
Greece, Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Portugal, Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Turkey, Union of South Africa, the 
United Kingdom, the United States of America, and Western Germany. 

Details of the transit authorisation certificate arrangements were given in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal' of January 15, 1955 (page 105) and June 25, 1955 (page 1380). 





UNITED KINGDOM COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATIVES OVERSEAS 
Ethiopia: The British Consulate at Harar has been temporarily closed. 





THE PURCHASE TAX SCHEDULE 


The Treasury have made an Order under Sections 21 and 22 of the Finance Act, 
1948, entitled 'The Purchase Tax (Consolidation) Order, 1956' (Statutory Instruments 
1956, No.383) which consolidates the list of goods chargeable with Purchase Tax and 
the special provisions relating to drugs and medicines enacted in the Eighth Schedule 
to the Finance Act, 1948, as subsequently amended. 

The Order presents the Purchase Tax Schedule in up-to-date form and comes into 
operation on April 1, 1956. It makes some alterations in the arrangement and 
numbering of the existing Groups but it makes no alterations in the rates of tax 
chargeable on any goods. 

The Tax Schedule as consolidated by the Order is embodied in a revised edition 
of Customs and Excise Notice No. 78. A copy of this Notice will be sent to each 
registered trader before April l. 

The Treasury have also made 'The Purchase Tax Orders (Revision) Order, 1956’ 
(Statutory Instruments 1956, No.384) formally revoking and repealing the 45 Orders 
and the Finance Act provisions which are superseded by the Consolidation Order. 

Copies of the Orders will be obtainable from H.M.. Stationery Office, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2., and branches, or through any bookseller, act hao 6d. each, by post 
7sa., for the Consolidation Order and 3d. each, by post 46d., for the Revision Order. 





HIRE PURCHASE RESTRICTIONS: LICENCE EXEMPTING CERTAIN GOODS 


The Board of Trade have issued a Licence exempting from the main requirements 
of the hire-purchase restrictions certain goods for which contracts to buy had been 
entered into before February 18, 1956. ; 

The Licence came into operation on March 21. It relates only to goods brought 
newly under control by the 1956 Hire-Purchase Order. The goods must be manufactured 
to the speciel order of the buyer, and work on them must have begun before 
February 18, 1956. 

The Licence is the Hire-Purchase and Credit Sale Agreements (Contracts) Licence, 
1956 (S.I. 1956 No.373). Copies may be obtained from H.M.. Stationery Office, 
price 2d. (by post 34d.). 


BOARD OF TRADE STANDARDS DEPARTMENT CHANGES ITS NAME 


With effect from April 3, 1956, the Standards Department of the Board of Trade 
will revert to its former title of "Standard Weights and Measures Department". 

The Standard Weights and Measures Department is responsible for the central 
administration of the Weights and Measures Acts and Regulations; and the Board con- 
sider the change of title desirable to prevent confusion between the functions of 
that Department and those of the British Standards Institution, which is concerned 
with the general standardisation of industrial products. 


GOVERNMENT AUCTION SALES 


The Air Ministry announce a sale of miscellaneous stores and equipment on 
April 5 at No.3 Maintenance Unit, Royal Air Force, Milton, Berks., by Messrs. Adkin, 
Belcher and Brown, 10 High Street, Abingdon, Berks. (Abingdon 1078/9). Catalogues 
admitting two persons on view days and one on sale day may be obtained from the 
auctioneers within ten days of the sale, price sixpence (postal orders only). 

This sale is additional to the auctions previously announced, 





TRADE FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS IN EUROPE 


Following is a list of Trade Fairs and Exhibitions to be held in Europe this 
year and not previously announced: 


Aalborg: International Travel and Transport Exhibition, March 26-April 2, Apply 
Secretariat, Nordjysk Reklamer-Bureau A/S, Jomfru Anegade 3, Aalborg. 

Marseilles: International Oceanographic Exhibition, June-August. Apply, 
Secretariat General C.E.A.I., 3, Avenue Saint Honore d'Eylan, Paris 16. 


Zurich: Office Equipment (BUFA) Exhibition, September 311. Apply, Schweiz 
Burofachverband, Kongreshaus, Zurich. 


Piacenza: International Petroleum Exhibition and 5th National Methane Exhibition, 
September 6-16. Apply, Italian Chamber of Commerce for Great Britain and the 
Commonwealth, 652 Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2. 

(Tel: WHItehall 5521). 


Bolzano: 9th International Samples Fair, September 15-30. Apply, Fiera Campionaria 
Internazionale di Bolzano, C.P., 297, bol zano. ; : 


Berlin: 63rd German Soap Fair, October 13-16. Apply, Berliner Ausstellungen, 
Berlin-Charlottenburg 9, Masurenallee Nr. 5-15. 


POSTAL SERVICE TO NORTH VIET-NAM 


The Postmaster General announces that the postal service to North Viet-Nam, 
which has been suspended since November 1954, has now been restored. The service 
is restricted to unregistered air and surface correspondence. Details may be 
obtained at any post office. 























Overseas Tariff, Customs and Import Regulations (Continued) 
TRISH REPUBLIC 


The Government of the Irish Republic announced on March 13 the imposition of a 
special levy on an extensive range of goods imported on or after March 14. This 
measure has been taken in order to correct the serious deficit in the Republic's 
balance of payments; it is announced as a temporary measure only and is not 
instituted for the protection of local industry. In imposing this surcharge pro- 
vision for preference for United Kingdom goods has been made. 

The Irish Authorities have amended, with effect from March 16, the wording of 
Tariff Item No.27 relating to certain religious books, and removed from the scope of 
the duty of Tariff Item No.181 printed sheets for binding into any of such books. 

The duty on these sheets is now 30 per cent ad valorem. 

The special preferential rate of customs duty applicable to ply yarn made wholly 
or mainly of flax (Tariff Item No.249/3, (b), (i)) imported on or after March 16, 1956 
has been amended. The duties are: Full rate 100 per cent and ad valorem; and 
preferential rate (United Kingdom and Canada) 40 per cent ad valorem. 

The suspension of customs duties on single yarn of cotton, flax, or hemp, which 
at importation is made up into ball form (Tariff Item No. 274/ 1) has been terminated. 
New duties on this item operative from March 16, 1956, are: Full rate 60 per cent 
ad valorem and preferential rate (United Kingdom and Canada) 40 per cent ad valorem. 
(Room 729, Extension 370). 


NEW ZEALAND 


Following the Tariff Inquiry of September, 1954, certain amendments have been 
made to the classification, duties and licensing regulations relating to earth- 
moving equipment. 

Some of the duties on jams and the licensing of some fruit pulp have been 
amended, following the Tariff Inquiry of March, 1955. 

The New Zealand authorities have pointed out that knitted woollen ‘Jonny caps’ 
tex Tariff item 164(2)) are subject to import licensing from all sources. 

Room 601, Ext. 681). 





PAKISTAN 


Public Notice No.21(56) Import of February 25 announces that licences issued 
for Pressure Lamps during current shipping period are also valid for the import of 
parts. 

The Gazette of Pakistan (Part 1) of February 17 publishes rules regarding the 
import, export and transhipment of dangerous drugs under the Dangerous Drugs Act, 
1930. (Room 601, Extension 681). 










PERU 
The following item has been added to the Peruvian customs tariff:- 
Item No. Description Rate of Duty 
670A Ethyl methyl ketone and 0.40 soles per 
isoButyl methyl ketone kilo gross 
(plus 133% ad 
valorem 












ANGLO-GERMAN ECONOMIC AND TRADE DISCUSSIONS 


An Anglo-German Economic Committee has been set up to discuss economic matters 
of mutual interest to the two countries. Its inaugural meeting was held in London 
on March 14, The joint chairmen were Dr. van Scherpenberg, Deputy Under-Secretary 
of State at the Federal German Foreign Ministry and Mr. DH, ‘right, Assistant 
Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign Office. 

At trade talks which were held under the auspices of the Committee between 
March 12 and 17, arrangements were made for trade still under quota in 1956. 


Subjects of interest to the two countries were also discussed. . 


‘MADE IN CANADA’ RULING 


The following ruling has been made for Canadian Customs purposes: 
Of 'a class or kind not made in Canada’: 
Electro-plating filters for filtering electro-plating solutions having 
capacities of up to and including 1,200 Imperial gallons per hour 
(Ruling effective March 29). 
Such filters having capacities in excess of 1,200 Imperial gallons per hour are 
already ruled to be of ‘a class or kind not made in Canada’. 


This information is contained in Canadian Department of National Revenue 
Memorandum, Series D, No.51, M.C.R. 234. 

















AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agents in the territories listed below wish to represent United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of the goods mentioned. ; 

Manufacturers interested are invited to apply in writing for further particulars 
to the Board of Trade, Export Services Branch, Room 819, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, 
London, W.C.1. 


Ceylon: Generators, A.C., all sizes up to 50K.W. Electric Motors, A,C., 3 - 50 H. P. 
Reference E.S.B. 7054/56) ; 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland: Women's Underwear and Outerwear. Children's 
esses. Handbags of Leather and Plastics. Artificial Jewellery. A Director 
of the Agency firm will be in the United Kingdom April-June. Commission Agent. 
(Reference E.S.B. 5971/56) 


Formosa: Pharmaceuticals. Commission Agent. (Reference E.S.B.. 6096/56) 


France: Good quality cloth for men's outerwear. Commission Agent. Northern Area. 
eference E.S.B. 7085/56) 


Germany: Men's worsted and tweed suits and coats. (Reference E.S.B. 28286/55) 


Persia (Iran): Cellulose acetate and phenol resins. Commission Agent. (Reference 
E.5.B.. 6039/56) 


Salvador: Sanitary wall coverings, especially tiles, for use in kitchens and bath- 


rooms. Commission Agent. (Reference E.S.B. 4608/56) 


Sugar cane mills capable of handling 2/30 tons per hour. Commission Agent. 
(Reference E.S.B. 6902/56) 

Thailand: Lathes, 6" - 16" beds. Diesel-electric generating sets, 3 - 20 K.V.A. 
Internal combustion engine driven centrifugal pumps. Portable internal combustion 
engine driven air compressors. Pneumatic mining tools. Concrete mixers. Road 
rollers. (Reference E.S.B.. 6129/56) 

United States of America: Pewter ware, especially tankards. Costume jewellery. 
Cosmetics. Powder compacts. Western and Mid-Western States Commission Agent. 
(Reference E.S.B. 26603/55) 











OVERSEAS TARIFR CUSTOMS AND IMPORT REGULATIONS 





Unless otherwise stated, inquiries about the following notices should go 
to Export Services Branch (Tariff Section), Board of Trade, Lacon House, 
Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1., or by telephone to CHAncery 4411. The 
appropriate room and telephone extension are in some cases indicated at 
the end of a notice. 


BURMA 


The Ministry of Trade Development of the Government of the Union of Burma have 
issued notices about import licences issued for 'Textiles' and goods which can be 
imported under Open General Licence No.1. Details of these notices are available 
(Room 607, Extension 685). 


CHILE 


A new law in Chile creates a free trading zone as from March 24 in the provinces 
of Magallanes, Aysen and Chiloe. (Details from TRAfalgar 8855 Ext. 2019). 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Following negotiations under Article XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade between the Governments of the Dominican Republic and the United States of 
America, new preferential rates of duty have been agreed for certain items in the 
Dominican Republic import tariff. The items affected are pigments and paints, wheat 
semolina, fountain pens, tobacco and prepared foods for children: the new rates will 
be applicable to imports of these goods from the United Kingdom. (Ext: 370/1). 


ECUADOR 


By Ecuadorean Decree No. 02 published in the 'Registro Oficial’, effective from 
December 26, the Consular Fees paren? by Ecuadorean importers have been increased 
to 9 per cent of the f.o.b. value of the goods. A reduced fee of 7 per cent 
(previously 6 per cent) is payable where the goods are shipped in vessels of the 
Grand Colombian Merchant Fleet. (Ext: -270/1). 


GUATEMALA 


By Decree No.571 of February 28, Guatemalan import duties have been increased 
on a wide range of animal and vegetable fats and oils, both edible and those for 
industrial uses. The reason given for the increases is the encouragement and pro- 
tection of local industries. (Ext: 370/1). 


PARAGUAY 


_» The Central Bank of Paraguay has now issued the list of essential goods to be 
imported into Paraguay at the rate of 60 guaranies per U.S. dollar. See Board of 
Trade Announcements, March 10, 1956, page 5. (Enquiries to TRAfalgar 8855 Ext, 2023). 
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PRODUCTION OF PASSENGER CARS AND COMMERCIAL ROAD VEHICLES IN FEBRUARY 


The following: table shows figures of production of road vehicles for periods up 
to and including February, 1956, and exports of these goods as recorded in the Trade 
and Navigation Accounts. Both groups of figures cover complete vehicles (including 
unassembled vehicles for export) and chassis with engines for delivery as such. 


Production Number Exports Number 


rperiapeipsanprtees aaiat ro m3 Commercial 


Road Vehicles Road Vehicles 
1?) 

















assenger Cars Public 
of (including googs_— gervice (including Goods Service 
Weeks taxis) Vehicles Weeks taxis) Vehicles 


1952 448, 000 232, 925 52 SCY, £90 122, 668 4,96 
1952 594, 808 232,309 52 . 302,169 107,535 2,822 
1954 769,165 260, 633 53 365, 846 123,211 3,079 
1955 897, 560 329,851 &2 373,203 154,253 3,206 


1954 ist Qtr. 183, 168 62, 039 1954 ist Qtr. 84, SC6 951 
zoe. *° 196,312 61,153 2nd * 108, 633 850 
3rd * 169, 856 57,411 3raq. * 94, 408 698 
4th " 219, 829 80, 030 4th " 83, 499 580 


1955 ist Qtr. 233,970 81,7868 1955 ist Qtr. 105, 792 720 
ena. ° 2nd * 94, 568 779 
3rd * Sra * 89, 353 ’ 847 
4th * 236, 615 4th " 83, 490 39,271 860 


1955 Jan. 69, 146 1955 Jan. 36, 229 13, 722 246 
Feb. 71, 682 Feb. 34, 085 12,753 199 


1956 Jan. 71, 671 1956 Jan. 28, 465 14, 429 332 
Feb. 68, 581 Feb. ra 24,271 12,440 226 








Note: There are certain differences of timing and coverage between the production and export figures, e.g. the 
export figures intlude battery operated road vehicles and exclude road tractors, while the production 
figures exclude the battery operated road vehicles and include road tractors. 


DEFENCE SPECIFICATIONS 


The Ministry of Defence announce that the following Defence List and amendments 
to Defence reephciantions have now been published by H.M. Stationery Office, 
Kingsway, W.C.2, and branches, from whom copies may be obtained:- 


DL-9, Defence List of common user hand tools (price &1 7s. 6d. net). 
Amendment No. 1 to DEF~1001-B, 'Wool fabrics: Cloths, woollen and worsted (including tweeds and tartans, 
Other than tartans highland)’ 
Inserts a 'Drop test'.figure for Duffel, fawn, W.P. (Fattern 153) in Schedule B. 
Amendment No. 1 to DEF=1020, 'Sacking, hemp, coal’: 
Inserts the maximum permissible shrinkage. 
DEF=1053, ‘Standard Methods of testing paint, varnish, lacquer and related products.’ 
Amendment No. 1 to Method 17A: 
Amends the textile fabric specified in Clause 3, 
Amendment No. 1 to Method No. 19: 
Amends the title of the Method. 
Amendment NO. 1 to Method No. 20: 
Amends the title of the Method. 
The amendments are price 2d. net, each. 





Additional copies of this circular may be obtained from Room 2407, the Board 
of Trade, Horse Guards Avenue, Whitehall, London, S.W.1. 














